INSTRUCTIONS FOR PARTIES REGARDING CANDIDACY – SR ELECTIONS 2026
Electronic nomination via Inkesta: the process in outline
Parties wishing to participate in the elections are requested to notify the Central Electoral Committee no later than the week preceding the week of candidate nomination. Each party must designate one person per (sub)district to act as the “list submitter.”
The secretary of the Electoral Committee collects the names of the list submitters and provides an overview to Inkesta, the company that supports and facilitates the electronic participation elections. Inkesta grants the list submitters the necessary rights to “invite” candidates on behalf of their party to stand for election via the Inkesta application during the nomination week.
Individuals who nominate themselves through the application agree that the order of candidates on the list will be determined by the list submitter. It is assumed that agreement exists regarding the order of candidates on the list.
Please note: The list submitter and the candidates invited/registered by that person on behalf of the party must belong to the same district. It is therefore not possible for parties to appoint a single representative to act as list submitter for all districts.
Candidate list with one candidate
Do you wish to participate with a party that has only one person on the list? That is no problem. You register as list submitter with the Central Electoral Committee and (after receiving the necessary rights from Inkesta) you invite yourself as a candidate.
Support of the list by five eligible voters from the relevant district (Article 16, paragraph 6 of the Electoral Regulations): what does this requirement mean in practice?
The requirement that a list must be supported by five eligible voters from the electoral district is interpreted such that candidates on the list are also considered “supporters.” This means that only if a list contains fewer than five candidates must the party collect additional signatures.
These signatures must be submitted by email to the Central Electoral Committee. A signed statement from the eligible voter is sufficient: the Electoral Committee must be able to verify the voter in the electoral register; otherwise, the statement is not subject to any specific formal requirements. A sample statement can be found on the website with information about the Student Council elections.
Please note: List submitters may invite their candidates during the nomination week: from Tuesday 7 April through Wednesday 15 April 2026 at 17:00. From Wednesday 15 April 2026 at 17:00 onward, it will no longer be practically or technically possible to register candidates. The application will be “closed” from that moment onward.
In summary: the steps for nomination
Step 1:
Parties submit, preferably before the start of the nomination period, the name and email address of the list submitter— and, if possible, the name of the party—via jz-centraalstembureau@uva.nl.
Please note: identification for access to the Inkesta application takes place via SURF, just like access to other services. SURF only recognizes the email address assigned by the UvA (the address ending in @student.uva.nl).
Step 2:
During the nomination period (or earlier, once the list submitter has been granted the necessary rights by Inkesta), the list submitter invites the candidates who will participate in the elections on behalf of the party in the relevant district.
ACTA
The module for electronic nomination via the Inkesta application is unfortunately not yet operational for ACTA. As a result, parties in this district must continue to use the forms previously used in other districts (candidate list form and individual declaration of consent form to be completed and signed).
Parties must submit the completed forms to the Central Electoral Committee during the nomination week. This may be done by email to: jz-centraalstembureau@uva.nl.
Please note: Voting (from Monday 11 May through 19 May) at ACTA, as in all other districts, will take place via the Inkesta application.
What happens after electronic submission of the candidate list(s)?
The lists, the candidates, and the order of the lists will be formally established during a public session of the Central Electoral Committee. For the 2026 elections, this session will take place on Thursday 23 April 2026 at 16:00.
After the lists have been established, they will be published on the website no later than Friday 24 April 2026. Interested parties may lodge an objection to the decision of the Central Electoral Committee regarding the candidate lists up to and including Thursday 30 April 2026.
Finally
If you expect to be eligible for a board grant in the event of election, please read the following information carefully.
Several conditions apply to applying for the board grant, such as full-time enrolment and having obtained a positive Binding Study Advice (BSA). For more information about the conditions and contact details of the relevant UvA staff members, please visit:
https://student.uva.nl/onderwerpen/bestuursbeurs-aanvragen-als-lid-van-de-medezeggenschap
If you are unsure about the conditions, please contact the email address listed on that website.
For other questions, please contact the Central Electoral Committee:

e-mail: jz-centraalstembureau@uva.nl
telephone: 06 - 15052449
