
he industry needs to 
realise that we are under 

pressure from another industry, 
the welfare industry. There are 
great numbers of people making 
a very good living out of it and so 
it is not in their interest to stop 
their campaigns.

I have come to the conclusion 
that we could stock chicken at 
20/30/34 kg per square metre 
and still not satisfy pressure 
groups who do not recognise 
stockmanship and have a very 
simplistic view of welfare due to 
a lack of knowledge.

I spoke to a judge and they are 
powerless to help us, as are the 
police as break-ins do not seem 
to be an offence, although if I 
broke into one of these activists’ 
houses I am sure I would be 
prosecuted. I write as a farmer 
who has had his sheds set on 
fire, water disconnected and fans 
switched off all in the name of 
welfare. I also spent money in 
the past on adapting my house to 
grow Freedom Food Chicken. 

I grew them 
for two crops 
and then went 
back to standard 
chicken as there 
was no market 
for them – the 
market has 
continued to fall 
since.

We need our political bodies 
and assurance schemes to start 
to champion what we do to 
show that they are proud of their 
members and what we have 
achieved. We produce the most 
affordable protein in the world, 
it is enjoyed by billions of people 
which is why we have overtaken 
all other proteins in production 
figures, we are growing year on 

year. We have the lowest carbon 
footprint, we become more 
efficient every year, we adapt 
to the customer’s needs – just 
look at our record on antibiotics, 
growth promoters etc. 

In 1955 we produced 5 million 
chickens per year, today it is 1 
billion. Is that not fantastic? What 
a successful industry. We can 
compete with other countries. 

To show my age, Eastwood, a 
name most will have forgotten, 
once boasted of producing a 
dozen eggs for 6p when most 
were for 8p. When the farmers 
heard this a great number 
dropped out, it was not true but 
it worked. So let us not fall into 
that trap. 

The UK food prices are the 
third cheapest as a percentage of 
income. Do our customers really 
want chicken from the USA, Brazil 
or China? They can influence us 
and check on us easily, not easy if 
you buy from Tyson or others. Will 
Tyson concrete the floors of his 
chicken houses, stop antibiotic 
use and clean his sheds after 
every crop, I think not! The order 
from the largest British customer 
would hardly register with him. 
Nice to have but the threat is not 
essential to his business and a 

stick to be used 
against us.

Remember, 
96% of 
customers 
eat and enjoy 
poultry products, 
whether it be 
eggs or meat.  
That does not 

mean I am unwilling to adapt but 
only by market forces dictating it 
and not driven by a minority.

Meanwhile, at home, were 
affected by the heat but luckily 
survived to fight another day.  For 
this crop we have taken out most 
of the fancy additives and have 
gone back to basics – should be 
interesting to see what happens 
and so far so good.

 | COMMENT

22     POULTRY BUSINESS | SEPTEMBER 2019

HOW CAN WE CHANGE THE SIMPLISTIC 
PERCEPTION OF WELFARE? 
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onophores are 
anti-parasitic 
products used in 
modern broiler 

production to control Eimeria. 
Eimeria causes coccidiosis, 
a disease that impairs gut 
health and leads to substantial 
economic losses1.

Previous articles in this series 
have examined the history of 
ionophores and their mode of 
action. So what impact does the 
choice of ionophore have on 
broiler performance? 

Not all ionophores are created 
equally and despite having very 
similar modes of action, they 
differ in their efficacy against 
Eimeria and their impact on water 
and feed intake2,3.

In the past, a number of studies 
have suggested differences in 
Feed Conversion Ratio (FCR), 
which may be expected when 
using one ionophore as opposed 
to another4. 

Elanco recently undertook 
a comprehensive study of 
European field experience data5. 
This study had a particular focus 
on modern live production 
systems, current genetics and 
realistic and measurable KPIs 
across different geographies. 

Working with broiler producers, 
a dataset was produced 
containing the anonymised 
production data from 15 field 
experiences from 2011 to 2019. 
All suitable field experiences, 
regardless of outcome, were 
included in the study. The dataset 
contained information from 290 
million birds.

The study aimed to establish 
two key facts. Firstly, what are 
the daily differences in FCR 
when using narasin, monensin or 
salinomycin and, secondly, what is 
the daily difference in FCR when 
using a potentiated ionophore 
(narasin and nicarbazin) 
verses a non-potentiated 
ionophore (narasin, monensin or 
salinomycin)?   

Statistical analysis was 
performed and the following 
results obtained:
•  Narasin delivers an 
improvement of -0.14 points FCR 
per day versus salinomycin
•  Narasin delivers an 
improvement of -0.08 points 
FCR per day versus monensin
•  Narasin/nicarbazin potentiated 
ionophore use, extended by 
at least seven days over a 
straight ionophore, delivers an 
improvement -0.23 points FCR 
per day of extension.
(Notes: T test; p value 0.0001-
0.0002. Colloquially, 1 point FCR 
in broiler production refers to 0.01 
change in actual FCR).

It is clear from the analysis 
that both narasin and a narasin/
nicarbazin potentiated product 
have significant FCR benefits over 
other ionophore products. Given 
that small change in FCR can 
have a big impact on profitability, 
this study should help producers 
optimise FCR via their choice of 
anticoccidial programme. 

See this article and references at 
www.poultrynews.co.uk/ 
elanco-reference 
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