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A railway fit for 
Britain’s future 
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About this easy read 

This is an easy read of a bigger 
booklet called A railway fit for 
Britain’s future. 

This easy read tells you about the 
main things in the bigger booklet. 

This easy read is quite long.   
You do not have to read it all at once if 
you don’t want to.  

You might want to take a break  
or just read the bits you are most 
interested in. 
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Question 7: Do you think that Great 
British Railways should decide: 

• Which trains can use the tracks 
and when? 

• How much train companies have 
to pay to use the tracks? 

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 8: Should we update the 
rules about which trains can use the 
tracks? 

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 9: Great British Railways 
will make decisions about which trains 
can use the tracks.   

Should the Office of Rail and Road  
check these decisions are fair? 

Tell us more here: 

Fair 

Yes No 
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Question 10: Could there be 
problems if: 

• Great British Railways decide 
which trains can use some tracks? 

and 

• The Office of Rail and Road decide 
which trains can use other tracks? 

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 11: Should the Secretary 
of State be able to make the rules 
easier about: 

• Which trains can run? 

• When they can run? 

• How much they have to pay? 

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Money from the  
government  

Our plan is: 

• The long-term plan for Great 
British Railways will be set by the 
Secretary of State.  This is called  
a strategy. 

• Great British Railways will read the 
strategy.   

Then they will write a plan about 
how they will do the things in the 
strategy.  This plan is called a 
business plan. 

It will say how they will do these 
things over the next 5 years.  This 
plan is very important. 
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• The Office of Rail and Road will 
check the business plan. 

• The Secretary of State will decide 
how much money Great British 
Railways will need to run the 
railways in England and Wales. 

• The Scottish Government will look 
at the business plan too. They will 
decide how much money Great 
British Railways need in Scotland. 

• The Secretary of State and the 
Scottish Government will be able 
to change things if they need to. 
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Question 12: Should how much 
money Great British Railways gets be 
decided in this way?  

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Tickets  

Our plan is: 

• Great British Railways will decide 
how much train tickets will cost.  
This will just be on the trains that 
they run. 

• The Secretary of State will make 
sure train tickets don’t cost too 
much. This would be on trains 
that Great British Railway runs. 

• There will still be railcards, so 
some people can pay less for 
tickets.   

For example, young people, 
disabled people and older people. 
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• Great British Railways will sell 
tickets in the same places they are 
sold now. 

• Other companies will also sell 
tickets.  
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Question 13: Do you think that the 
Secretary of State should check that: 

• Train tickets do not cost too much? 

• People can still get railcards?  

    

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 14: When Great British 
Railways and other companies sell 
train tickets, what rules should they 
have to follow?   

Tell us more here: 
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Working with the Welsh 
and Scottish governments 
and mayors 

There will still be other rail 
organisations involved in Britain’s rail 
network.  

For example:  

• Scotrail in Scotland 

• Transport for Wales 

• Transport for London  

The Scottish and Welsh governments 
and local leaders will make sure that 
transport in their area is working well.  

Great British Railways and the 
Secretary of State will work with the 
governments and local leaders. 
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Question 15: We must try to do 
both of these things: 

• Great British Railways working 
closely with local leaders. 

• Great British Railways deciding 
how to run the railways it is in 
charge of. 

Do you think this will work?  

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 16: The Scottish 
Government gives money to Scotrail 
and other rail services.  

Should the UK Government and  
Scottish Government work together 
on plans and funding for the railways 
in Scotland? 

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 17: The Welsh 
Government gives money to Transport 
for Wales.  It owns the Core Valley 
Lines in South Wales.  

Should the UK Government and  
Welsh Government work together on 
plans and funding for the railways in 
Wales? 

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Question 18: English mayors 
oversee all types of transport in their 
local areas.  

A mayor leads a city like Manchester 
or London.  

Should Great British Railways and  
English mayors work together on 
plans for the railways in their local 
area?  

Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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Train driver licences  

Train drivers must have a licence.  
Drivers must do training and pass 
exams to get their licence.  

The rules for training, exams and 
getting a licence will need to be 
updated over time. 

Right now, the Secretary of State is 
not able to update these rules. 

Our plan is: 

• We want to let the Secretary of 
State make changes to these rules 
in the future.   
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Before this happens, the government 
will: 

- Tell people about the changes 

and 

- Find out what people think about 
them. 

The Secretary of State would be 
able to update the rules.  
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Question 19: Should the Secretary 
of State be able to update the rules 
about train driver licences?  

    
Yes No 

Tell us more here: 
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  Question 20: Tell us about any 
other ways that our plans for the 
railways may affect you. 

Tell us more here: 

40 



About you 

We may want to find out more about 
what you think.  Please tell us how to 
contact you. 

You do not have to give us this 
information.  

Your name: 

Your email address: 

Your postal address: 
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How we look after your 
information  

We will only use your name and 
address to contact you about your 
answers. 

Our Privacy Notice is about your 
rights, and how we store information. 

Our Privacy Notice is on our website:  
www.gov.uk/government/ 
publications/dft-online-form-and-
survey-privacy-notice/dft-online-
form-and-survey-privacy-notice 
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