
Approximately 70%
of patients who need a transplant 

do not have a suitable donor and rely on the register 

to find an unrelated donor

Around 50% of 
patients in the 
UK never find 
a lifesaving 
donor match 

Finding a person with the

same tissue match is 

extremely rare, and with 

more than 8,500 known 

tissue characteristics that 

can occur in millions of 

combinations finding a

match is a bit like winning

the lottery!

There is only 
a 4-5%

 chance 
that you will 
match a patient 
and be called 
up as a donor 
10 years AFTER
YOU REGISTERED  

Young men are
under- represented
on the DKMS database – only 
8% of those registered are 
between 18 and 30 years old

Every 20 minutes,
someone in the UK is

diagnosed with a

blood cancer like

leukaemia, lymphoma

or myeloma

Young people are most likely to be chosen to donate as
they are less likely to have long-term health problems

Patients who 

are from an 

Asian,  black or 

ethnic minority 

background 

have under a 20% 

chance of finding 

a matching donor

Only around 
30%  of patients 
find a matching 
donor within 
their family

At any one time 

there are around 
2,000 people in 
the UK waiting for 

a blood stem cell 

donation, and over 

37,000 people 

waiting worldwide

HELP US DELETE BLOOD CANCER 

studentS
vs

blood cancer
Fact Sheet

FAQs

dkms.org.uk

The number of 
donors we have 
recruited in the
UK is over 190,000



Why does registering as a potential donor cost money?

DKMS is a charity and therefore, relies on monetary donations to cover donor recruitment costs. The cost of the registration for one
potential donor is £40. 

Tissue typing is the determination of your tissue characteristics taken from your swab through analysis by a laboratory. We have to fund 
all registration costs entirely through voluntary monetary donations. This is why we are grateful to those who are able to support us by 
making a monetary donation to cover the cost of their own registration, and also for those who contribute towards this cost.

Are there any risks associated with donation?

Peripheral Stem Cell Collection (method used in around 90% of donations)

A peripheral blood stem cell donation is performed as an out-patient procedure and you will not be 
required to have a general anaesthetic. This technique has been applied in medicine since 1988 and has 
been performed by DKMS (DKMS ) since 1996. According to our most recent research, no known long 
term effects have ever been recorded for either the procedure of donating or for the G-CSF injections 
that one would receive prior to the donation.

Bone Marrow Collection (method used in around 10% of cases):

A general anaesthetic is necessary for the bone marrow collection. The risk of life-threatening
complications during any general anaesthetic is estimated by doctors at less than around 1:50,000. 
After the collection, local wound pain and in some cases nausea can occur as an after-effect of the 
general anaesthetic. Furthermore, a risk of infection exists to the same extent as it does for any wound. 
There are no known risks associated with this procedure for donating bone marrow.

No. If you choose to donate some of your blood stem cells, you won’t actually lose them. Your blood stem cells completely replenish 
themselves within 3-6 weeks, depending on which method of donation was used. This has to be the best natural cure to this
devastating disease, and it resides within every one of us!

Will I permanently lose my stem cells?

What are HLA characteristics?

As a potential blood stem cell donor, your tissue type will be matched using human leukocyte antigen (HLA) typing. HLA are proteins or 
markers found on all cells in your body. These proteins are used by your immune system to recognise which cells belong in your body and 
which cells do not. If these proteins do not match, the patient’s body would reject the given stem cells of the donor. A close match means 
that the patient’s immune system would recognise your blood system as its own. With more than 8,500 known characteristics that can 
occur in millions of combinations, finding a match is extremely rare.

Approximately 70% of patients who need a transplant do not have a suitable donor and rely on the register to find an unrelated donor. In 
these cases, the patient’s doctor will search for an unrelated adult donor, or alternatively for a cord blood donation. To be considered a 
match, the patient and donor must have at least 8 out of 10 tissue characteristics in common, but ideally have 10.

How long am I registered for?

Once you have registered as a potential stem cell donor, you will remain on the registry until your 61st Birthday.

For more information and FAQ visit dkms.org.uk/en/frequently-asked-questions

Ask a question: 
university@dkms.org.uk


