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About – International Urban and 

Regional Cooperation



IURC Cities and Regions Advancing 
Global Cooperation

IURC Global Thematic Networking Event @ SCEWC25 – Global 
Cooperation in Action



IURC Latin America

IURC LA 2025 Inception

The International Urban and Regional Cooperation (IURC) EU – Latin 
America and the Caribbean (IURC-LAC) programme fosters
partnerships between cities and regions from LAC and their
counterparts in Europe. Participating countries include Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and selected Caribbean cities.

Event @ #SCEWC 

2025 in Barcelona –

International Urban 

and Regional 

Cooperation
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A Platform for Lasting Cooperation

• The IURC Global Thematic Networking @ 
#SCEWC25 confirmed the EU’s leadership in 
decentralised international cooperation and 
the growing importance of international 
partnerships in addressing global challenges.

• By combining knowledge exchange, technical 
collaboration, and peer learning, the IURC 
continues to empower cities and regions to 
co-create solutions for climate resilience, 
innovation, and sustainable growth.

• The Barcelona event leaves a lasting mark —
a community of leaders united in 
building smarter, greener, and more 
connected cities and regions worldwide.





Region to Region
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Autonomous Province of Bolzano- South Tyrol 
Interreg Italy-Austria
Interreg Italy-Austria in a nutshell:

Region: Autonomous Province Bolzano-South Tyrol

Country: Italy 

Population: 539,386 (in 2024), multilingualism

Main sectors: RIS3 strategy

Automation & Digital, Food & Life Science, Green & Alpine 

Technologies, 4 cross-cutting areas (sustainability, 

digitalisation, creative industry, lifelong learning)

Entity/Organisation: Europe Department – Autonomous 

Province of Bolzano/Bozen-South Tyrol, Northern Italy

Thematic focus and interest:
Cross-border cooperation programme promoting territorial cohesion between 
European regions, stimulate balanced and sustainable development of territories, and 
foster bottom-up local and cross-border development through multilevel governance in 
designing interventions to address social, economic and environmental challenges.

What are we good at:
South Tyrol brings together different cultures and languages, and it has a long-standing 
history of cross-border and international cooperation. Several Interreg-projects have 
been very successful: 

• EuropeanFamilyPass: increases the mobility of families, overcomes borders, and 
promotes cultural exchange; 

• Albina: daily news about what is happening weatherwise in the Alpine regions; 

• Re-Cereal: optimizes the cultivation methods of cereals, their processing, and the 
development of analytical methods for quality determination;

Which experience can we transfer: 
EU pioneers with 10 years of experience with cross border Community-Led Local 
Development (CLLD), where local stakeholder are directly involved in the entire project 
process  - and embody what is really meant with bottom-up approaches; successful 
regional development of peripheral and mountainous areas.

What are we looking for:
A place where we can share our experience in local development and where we can 
learn about similar formats and projects addressing smart innovation, climate change, 
sustainable tourism, multilingual cultures and overcoming cross border obstacles.

Interreg Italy Austria | Interreg Italy Austria
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Global EU 
CLLD goes international
• Activity: Cross-Border Community-Led Local Development Laboratory (CLLD-LAB)

When: during the Study Visits 
Where: Both regions 
What: To promote territorial development in border areas through citizen participation, 
cooperation among local actors, and bottom-up strategies. The model integrates civil 
society, public administrations, and economic stakeholders, fostering networks, local 
innovation, and multilevel governance.

• participatory diagnosis and thematic groups;

• creation of a cross-border working group;

• development of innovative micro-projects with partners from both States;

• training in participatory methodologies;

• exchange of experiences and dissemination of results;

• evaluation and transfer to regional policies.

The added value lies in cross-border cooperation, innovation applied to local challenges, 
and the strengthening of community participation in decision-making.

CLLD Projects | Interreg Italy Austria



Conclusion
.. this is just the beginning
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