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Cave (Light of 
the World)

North City

Well of 
Souls

Valley of 
the Fates

ANNWFN

Cave of Dragons 
& Fire River

Castle of 
the Shadows

Castle of Siddi

Harbour
(ships of the underworld)

Erin’s House

Rhiannon’s Castle

Sacred Oak

Island of Sea Silk

City

‘Stretched?’ said Fourth.

‘Yes, his whole body got . . . longer. And his back was arched 

at this really unnatural angle. His arms got longer too, and more 

muscular.’

‘How long did it go on for?’ asked Jovi.

‘It felt like forever,’ replied Purple. ‘But it was probably only 

a minute or so. Maybe less. Then, suddenly, the man went quiet 

and stopped moving. That’s when I looked inside the cage.’

The children were silent, once again holding their collective 

breath.

‘And?’ said Fourth apprehensively. ‘Wh-what did you see?’

‘I saw . . . a werewolf.’

‘Er, s-sorry,’ he stammered. 

‘But . . . did you?’

‘I watched the man’s shadow on the grass,’ 

replied Purple. ‘I couldn’t bring myself  to look directly 

at him, but I saw his shadow . . . get bigger. It sort of  . . . stretched.’
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The redwing cheeped, the blackbird chirped,
The green-grey pigeon cooed,The yellow wagtail warbledAnd the seagulls squawked and mewed. 

The starling told Susanna,“The Queen has sent her menTo chop down all the forest trees.”
“With axes!” said the wren.
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By the end of the Devonian 
Period (359 million years 
ago), the land was covered 
with forests.

Walking
Today, lobe-�nned �sh such as Guiyu are rare. 
In the Silurian (444–419 million years ago) and 
Devonian Periods (419–359 million years ago), 
they were much more common. Some evolved into 
tetrapods: vertebrates that live on land. Tetrapods 
include all amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, 
including you.

In the Devonian Period, a group of predatory 
lobe-�nned �sh called elpistostegalians evolved. 
They prowled shallow rivers and ponds. Unlike most 
�sh, which are �attened from side to side, they 
were �attened from top to bottom, like alligators. 
They could breathe air and looked like giant newts – 
except that they had �ns at the ends of their legs. 

The earliest true tetrapods include Acanthostega and 
Ichthyostega (1). Acanthostega had eight toes on 
each limb but could never have survived on land for 
long. It had �sh-like gills and its legs were more like 
�ippers, best for swimming. Ichthyostega, with seven 
toes on each leg, might have �opped around on land 
like a seal.

The land that these early tetrapods walked upon was 
already rich with life. Lichens and algae had already 
started to live in freshwater 1.2 billion years ago. 
Small plants, such as Cooksonia, clothed the land 
in green. 

There were trees such as Archaeopteris, and giant 
reed-like plants called cladoxylopsids. The ground 
swarmed with arthropods, including early relatives of 
spiders. Giant sea scorpions searched on land for �shy 
prey that had tried to escape by evolving legs.

By the early Carboniferous Period (about 340 million 
years ago), tetrapods had diversi�ed into a range of 
forms that lived on land but laid their eggs in water, like 
frogs and newts do today. One of these was Eucritta
melanolimnetes – which means ‘The Creature from the 
Black Lagoon’.
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1.1. IchthyostegaIchthyostega
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The Wonder of Life on Earth

From The Wonder of Life on Earth. Text copyright © Henry Gee 2026, illustrations copyright © Raxenne Maniquiz 2026, published by Two Hoots.
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1.1. Tribrachidium  2.Tribrachidium  2. Ernietta  3.Ernietta  3. Haootia  4.Haootia  4. Charnia  5.Charnia  5. Cloudina  6.Cloudina  6. Yilingia  7.Yilingia  7. Dickinsonia  8.Dickinsonia  8. FractofususFractofusus
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