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Welcome to our fifth annual review and report to members of North West Hockey, and my final one 
as Chair of the Board. We have continued to deliver a wide range of hockey opportunities for all 
from juniors, schools, clubs, masters, outdoor, indoor and officiating through the work of our 
volunteers and committees in 2025-26. Like the challenges faced by Club’s, we are limited in 
sometimes progressing our ambition and plans due to the limitations on volunteer time or 
vacancies.  I’m very proud of what our NW volunteers, many of whom do multiple roles, have 
delivered in 2025-26. We have a fantastic opportunity to grow and develop hockey in the North 
West - but we need the help of more volunteers and clubs make hockey happen and start to make 
progress against our strategic objectives and delivering against our Vision ‘To promote, develop 
and grow hockey opportunities for all in the North West’.  
 
As I reflect on the past 6 years since North Hockey Ltd was formed and being elected Chair, the 
work put in to establish the new Area and bring together a number of hockey organisations has 
been tremendous – all done through our volunteers. We have brought together all aspects of 
hockey in the NW under one structure, and it’s been really pleasing to see how we have grown the 
junior hockey programme for clubs and schools and now have over 600 players involved in NW 
Masters hockey, as well as out leagues, officiating and discipline management. I would like to thank 
everyone who has been involved from the Board, our Management Committee, and functional 
committees and support roles as well as from you our clubs, counties and volunteers we couldn’t 
do it without you.  
 
Our annual review gives a snap shot of the activities delivered through our NW team in 2025-26 and 
shares key highlights for the season. Whilst we have not progressed areas of work on our strategy 
as much as the Board would have liked, due the workload to run the core activities, it is an area the 
Board will take time to review with the incoming Board Chair and continue to take NW Hockey 
forward 
 
Thank you again for your support and to our 92 clubs and volunteers delivering hockey in the NW.   
Chris Reece, Chair, North West Hockey 

 

New and key activities delivered in 2025-26 

• Engaging with all EH 8 Area functional groups 
to share best practice, learn,  influence and 
provide a NW voice 

• Started work with our committees to link their 
work and initiative to our North West Hockey 
Strategy  

• Continued to grow our indoor and outdoor 
schools and state school festivals and comps  

• 92 clubs playing over 4500 adult league 
matches involving 8000+ players  

• 550 umpire/officiating appointments  

• 600 registered NW masters players  

• NW Area awards launched linked to National 
EH Awards 

• Held Clubs forums including our first On-line 
Forum and update clubs.  

Challenges and opportunities 

• Recruiting volunteers to a wide range of 
roles to support NW Hockey activities and 
future development  

• Improving our socials media, 
communications and engagement 

• Working across the Area to ensure how 
remains a safe, enjoyable and inclusive sport 
open to and making match day experiences 
positive for all 

• Creating volunteer capacity to deliver our 
strategic ambitions and plans 

• Supporting development and growth of 
junior and club umpiring feeding into the 
appointed pools 

• Launch our Hockey Development Fund to 
support delivery of our vision 
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Our Strategic Framework 
Delivered by our Board, Committees, Volunteers and Clubs 

Adult Comps, Junior Comps, Masters, Officiating and Discipline 
 
North West Hockey 
Strategy 2024-27 
 
Our priority for 2026-27 
is to review the Strategy 
and prioritise activity for 
the next 12 months and 
continue to engage with 
our clubs and counties to 
work together to 
promote, develop and 
grow hockey in the NW.   
 
Our Strategy aligns to the 
current England Hockey 
Strategy - creating a 
future for our game 
together 

 
https://northwest.englandhockey.co.uk/about-north-west-hockey/north-west-
hockey-strategy 
 

 
 

Adult League and Competitions highlights 2025 -26 
Items Brought forward from last year 

• The league commenced in line with the EH 

centralised calendar but feedback from some 

clubs indicated they wanted a later start so 

2026/7 will commence on 19 September of 

Week 2 of the centralised calendar. 

• Extreme weather guidelines introduced 

• NW Premier Division trialled playing in 

quarters. This was successful and will be 

mandated in 2026/27. Thank you to the 

majority of clubs completing post-game 

feedback to allow this to be tracked 

• Committee of 17 volunteers run our North 

West Open/Men’s and Women’s Leagues 

covering:  

• 37 Divisions  

• 410+ Adult Teams entered the 2025/26 
season. 9 Team withdrawals (11 in 24/25) 

• 4,000+ players across the NW Open/Men’s 
divisions and 4,000 players across the NW 
Women’s divisions 

• 4,500+ NW matches per season (152 
walkovers) 

• 44 Development Teams (18 Open/Men’s 
and 26 Women’s). 

Looking forward to 2026 - 27 

• The EH Centralised Calendar is available on 

the EH Website  

• A NW Calendar of important dates and 

events will be available in July 2026. Note 

that each Sunday is technically a league 

reserve date 

• Adult League season start date: 19 

September* (*Subject to division size) 

• The 8 Area review of the Adult League 

Regulations is complete and can be 

accessed using the following link.  

• The NW league structure review is complete 

– There has been a delay as 19 clubs did not 

submit by the deadline.  It is very important 

that contact details for clubs are kept up to 

date 

• NW fixture generation in draft: Publication 

expected mid-July.  

• Volunteers still required to spread the 

workload 

• There has been an increase in the number of 

cards issued across the leagues at red and 

yellow levels 

https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/governance/about-england-hockey/creating-a-future-for-our-game-together
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/governance/about-england-hockey/creating-a-future-for-our-game-together
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/governance/about-england-hockey/creating-a-future-for-our-game-together
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/governance/about-england-hockey/creating-a-future-for-our-game-together
https://northwest.englandhockey.co.uk/about-north-west-hockey/north-west-hockey-strategy
https://northwest.englandhockey.co.uk/about-north-west-hockey/north-west-hockey-strategy
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/competitions-and-events/centralised-calendar
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• Attempted to created Divisions of 12 
where possible. 

 
2025/26 Adult League Presentation / 
Adult League Clubs Forum.  

28th July 2026 Golborne Sports Club. 

This year we have combined the 
presentations with an Adult League Clubs 
forum and will include a presentation on 
rules and regulations for the new season. 
 
 

• There may be small continuing 

improvements to GMS but the system is 

about to be tendered to existing and 

potential suppliers. 

• A reminder that all Club and Team Admins 

must have their email and telephone 

numbers visible on the GMS 

John Dixon 
Chair, Adult League and Competitions Committee 

• League Manager: Clare Thompson 

• Supported by our team of volunteer  
Divisional Secretaries 

Congratulations to our 2025 -26 Adult League Champions 
See full details at the end of the Annual Review 

 
   

       

Junior League and Competitions highlights 2025-26 
Thanks to the incredible dedication of the committee members and wider hockey community, this 
season saw more junior hockey, more opportunities, and more players involved than ever before. 
From weekend leagues to vibrant school festivals, junior hockey across the North West is going 
from strength to strength - with including NW Junior Leagues, Development tournaments. Club and 
School Indoor, Area Schools finals, In2Hockey Area Finals, and an exciting expansion in State Schools 
engagement through our festivals kindly hosts by schools and clubs.  
 
Charles Jackman took on the vacant role on chair at the end for 2025 and Tracy Sloane took over from 
Lou Nash as Junior Co-ordinator in January 2026.  
 
Charles Jackman, Junior Chair & Tracy Sloane, Junior Coordinator. 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS 
NW Junior Area Leagues (U14 & U16) 
 

• 6 leagues  

• 28 teams (1 withdrawal) from 14 clubs  

• U16 Boys (5), U16 Girls (6) 

• U14 Boys (10), Girls (7) 
Finals took place in all the leagues, a change from 
last year and a great opportunity for all 
competitors. 
 
Whilst we increased the leagues from 5 to 6 to 
support clubs with travel distances, we have 4 
fewer clubs entering and 10 fewer teams. A number 
of clubs are struggling with numbers to field a full 
squad and have joined with other clubs to enter the 
league. 
 
We want to support clubs to work together to try 
and form teams to enter to offer competitive 
hockey for U14 and U16’s alongside EH 
Championship. We also hosted a successful Tier 4 
7 a side U14 festival day at Sedbergh to support 
clubs with fewer player or developing player who 
don’t enter the junior leagues.  

In2Hockey - NW Finals Day (U10 and U12’s) 
Hosted for the first time in at the Armitage Centre 
in Manchester, with two full size pitches, this 
remains a special day in our NW junior calendar 
with County winners joining us along with Isle of 
Man teams.  
 

• U10 boys' winners / runners up: Bowdon & 
Lytham 

• U10 girls' winners / runners up: Bowdon & Fylde 

• U12 boys' winners / runners up: Alderley Edge & 
Brooklands 

• U12 girls' winners / runners up: Fylde & Wigton 
 

The U12 winners then competed at National Finals 
held at Nottingham.  Young Umpires took centre 
stage too, with awards recognising future 
officiating stars -thanks to the leadership of Joy 
Elliot-Bowman and the county leads who gave 
opportunities for young umpires to develop their 
skills at area finals  

County Festivals – Pure Hockey Fun! 

Big thanks again to our counties who once again 
ran County festivals style tournament from U8s to 
U14s.  

Junior Club Indoor Competitions 

Now an established part of our programme and 
winner go forward to national finals. Thanks to all 
involved in running the tournaments and  
especially our indoor officials. It was a repeat for 
last season with: 

• Bowdon HC dominated U16s (boys and girls) 

• And Brooklands HC wining both U18 titles 

SCHOOLS HOCKEY 

NW Area qualifiers tournaments produced 
finalists for EH National School Championships in:   

• In2Hockey (U13),  

• outdoor (U14 T2, U16 & U18 T3),  

• and indoor (U16 & U18) ·  
 
In addition: U12 and U14 Indoor finals were also 
held - a great development to nurture early 
engagement with indoor hockey and prepare 
players for the upper age groups. 
 
Tier 2 competitions were offered across all age 
groups (In2 Hockey & Indoor), making sure every 
school, no matter what level they were at, had the 
chance to play competitive hockey. 
 
Area indoor finals were run for five school indoor 
competitions with Tier 1 winners going to national 
finals:   

• U16 Girls: Kings Chester  

• U16 Boys Tier 1: Manchester Grammar 

• U16 Boys Tier 2: Rossall school 

• U18 Girls: Manchester High School for Girls 

• U18 Boys: Kings Chester 

State Schools 

This season saw an uptake in the number of state 
schools entering area tournaments as part of EH 
state schools’ competitions.   
 
We also ran a number of NW state schools’ 
festivals with some great days of hockey, and we 
plan build on this momentum next season with 
state schools’ festival finals day to be hosted at 
Deeside for the winners of each local festival 
tournaments.  

As a new team we are seeking volunteers to join 
the Junior Committee. More details coming soon! 
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Masters highlights 2025-26 
 
Despite bronze medal performances from the W60 and M65 teams, and competitive performances from 
a few others, we were poor overall and bottom by some distance of any table of compiled results across 
the age groups.  The M70 and M75 (joint with YNE) groups did well to get teams out at all, and particular 
credit is due to the W65 team of which roughly half was made up of YNE players who did not get 
selected for YNE. 
 
In terms of participation in Masters, though, we are doing well,  gaining 100+ registrations on our 
Pitchero web site in each of the last 2 seasons.   
 
The NW500 competition is partly responsible for this growth – it is running again this year with 3 mini-
leagues and 5 clubs participating for the first time.  Current registrations are shown in the table below; 
we now have over 600 players registered. 
 
Congratulations also to the many NW Master’s players representing England, Wales and Scotland in this 
years Masters World Cup and to those who played in the Indoor Masters World Cup.  
 
It remains a huge challenge to get our best players out and playing in the elite 8 Area competitions.  
There are various possible explanations including: 

• Congested fixtures with other competitions 

• Conflict with family life (for younger age groups in particular) 

• Poor organisation and communication of our activities 

• Managers stepping up from smaller clubs, with whom elite players don’t engage. 

For next season we need some fresh thinking, for the mens’ teams and the younger age groups in 
particular.  We went to the M35 and M40 tournaments with squads of 10 and 12 respectively yet there 
must be hundreds of good players in these age groups eligible to play.   

I would seriously consider not entering teams in these younger mens’ competitions next season unless 
we can get leaders to step up for the age groups from bigger clubs, with a wider network of contacts 
among players at the top level. 
 
Tony Taig, Masters Chair  
 
See playing number and NW Masters teams performance in the 8 Area Tournaments 2026 below. 
 

 
WO65’s completing for first time 

 

MO65’s Bronze Medalists 
 

  
WO60’s Bronze Medallists 
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NW Masters Registered Players 25-26 

 

NW Masters Team Performances in 2026    
8 Area Tournaments 
 

 

 
Officiating highlights 2025-26 

2025-26 was another challenging season, however, we managed to appoint to the majority of 
Open/Men’s and Women’s North West Adult League Premier Division Matches and to a range of Area 
and County tournaments, (adult and junior) including Indoor.    

• 10 Umpires attained their level 2 and undertook occasional NW Adult League Premier Division 
appointments. NW Umpires also undertook 4 NPUA appointments (Regional Reserves) on EHL 
National League Matches. 

• Manchester (Armitage) Tournament, September 2025, 31 umpires attended with 17 attaining their 
level 1, 5 Umpires Coaches undertook development with 2 attaining their County Coaching Award.  

• Young Umpires: 52 young umpires were added to this year’s programme, 34 Young umpires 
officiated at the NW County In2Hockey Tournaments in March, 25 Young umpires officiated at the 
NW In2Hockey Tournament in April. 6 Young umpires were selected to officiate at National 
Tournaments. 

• Indoor: All Schools Tier 1 competitions had both Umpires and Match Officials appointed. The 
Regional NW Tournament had all NW NPUA Umpires appointed 

• Technical Officials: The 8 Area Masters Tournaments hosted by Timperley have been used for the 
development of Technical Officials and some Umpire development. 2 North West Technical Officials: 
Simon Allen and Jane Evans have undertaken and successfully passed their EHL Assessments. 

Looking forward 
We will be working with the England Hockey Officiating Working Group (OWG) to support the roll out of 
the New Officiating Pathway which incorporates the development of Umpire Coaches. We will be re-
introducing hosting a number Umpire Forums/Workshops for the development of Officials at all levels 
across the area. 

We will be reviewing our develop programmes/initiatives and Officiating Strategies to support and feed 
into the North West Hockey Strategy, and the England Hockey Officiating (EHO) plans. 

Chris Reece, Vice Chair, NW Area Officiating Committee 
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North West Officiating Committee 2026-27 

• Chair: Chris Reece 

• Appointments Lead: Graham Morrison  

• Young Umpire Lead: Rhydian Burston  

• Technical Official Lead: Peter McInulty 

Expressions of Interest will open in the Summer  

• Vice Chair: vacancy  

• Performance Development Lead: vacancy 

• Club Umpire Development Lead: vacancy  

 
Discipline Summary 2025-26 

The headline in the North West is a similar one to 
the National Discipline picture. A trend upwards 
on the amount of red card and misconduct 
incidents.  

At the end of any season the Discipline Report is 
often statistics heavy. As well as the incidents 
that form the below statistics any incidents that 
happen in National League matches or the final 
stages of national cup competitions are dealt 
with by an EH Discipline Panel. These panels are 
formed from the ADA of the area for the player 
involved and two other ADAs. 

Next season sees the introduction of a reviewed 
set of regulations but also a document that will 
hope to standardise the actual sanctions given 
for offences both in the areas and nationally. It is 
hoped that this will include mitigating and 
aggravating factors on suspensions. 

Instead of a National Discipline seminar, the 
discipline panels from all areas will be invited to 
some online training and discussion meeting to 
introduce the new regulations but also discuss 
best practice across the country. 

My thanks, as always, goes to all members of the 
discipline panel for the work that they have done 
this past season but a special thank you needs to 
go to two of the ADAs who have been part of the 
discipline process for a long number of years as 
they were both originally county CDAs at the time 
that I was Cheshire CDA before becoming North 
RDA.                                                                        
Area Discipline Administrator: Peter McInulty 

2025- 26 key Stats 

48 Incidents: 

• 2 “match day” reds from repeat minor yellow 
card offences. 

• 6 Misconduct complaints that led to a 
suspension, (one pitch side urination automatic 
two weekend ban) 

• 45 incidents that led to at least a 16 day 
suspension. Average suspension was 28 days 

• 6 suspensions on a break over the summer to 
resume on 14th September. Ie the Monday 
before the scheduled restart of the League 
Season. 

• One rejected appeal and one still being dealt 
with by EH Discipline appeal panel, this one had 
the suspension stayed while the appeal is being 
concluded. 

 

 

National Statistics  
Overall, 115 Misconduct complaints submitted 
nationally, a large number deemed by a member of 
the EH legally qualified panel to have no chance of 
success, some submitted after the 14 day deadline 
and where some additional statements were 
requested but not sent to EH. 
 
Deputy ADA: David Ellcock, Assistant ADA’s Robert 
Cobourne, Jon Whiting, Darran Illidge and Taff 
Ahmed 

Suspensions
Days 16 23 30 45 60 More than 60

Count 22 1 13 5 3 1

category
Non Violent Violence against Participant Violence against Official

30 13 2
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North West Hockey Finance Report 2025-26  
• The Report to the Directors and Unaudited Finance Statement for the period 1st May 2025 to 

30th April 2026 has been approved by the Board and will be shared at the AGM. This forms part 
of our statutory reporting to Companies House. 

• Operating income for 2025-26 was generated through: Area Membership Fees, League and 
Competition Entry Fees, League fines and Appointed Umpire fees. 

• Our total income and expenditure are up on 24/25, primarily due to income generated by Junior 
and Schools events. However, Leagues fines have increased which suggests that fines are not a 
deterrent and suggest the ALMC consider further. 

• All monies raised from League fines are now transferred directly into the North West Hockey 
Growth Fund.  

• A sum of approximately £26,500 has been set aside for the North West Hockey Growth Fund 
initiative, details of which are still being finalised. 

• We are pleased to report that our investment in a paid Junior Events Coordinator role to support 
the breath of junior activity we run has made a big difference to what we can deliver. We continue 
to review roles and resources needed to support our volunteer roles and committees.  

• To conclude, our finances are in a healthy state and that our reserves are approximately of 
£79,000. It is our intention to continue to use this reserve to support the NWH Growth Fund and 
other initiatives, such as umpire development. 

Headline Financials 
 
 
 

  

Niall Riley, Finance Director  

 2025-26 2024-25 
Total Income £58,795 £55,258 
Interest on Reserves £908 £1,479 

Total Costs £61,253 £63,323 
Net (Deficit)/Surplus (£1,550) (£6,586) 

 

The North West Hockey team 2025-26 
Board 

• Chair: Chris Reece 

• Vice Chair: Shelagh Everett 

• Finance Director: Niall Reilly 

• Governance Director: Leighan Bleasdale 

• Operations Director: Wendy McDowall 

Management Committee 
• Adult League Chair: John Dixon 

• Junior League Chair: Charles Jackman 

• Officiating Chair: Tony Shutt (to June) 

• Masters Chair: Tony Taig 

• Area Discipline: Peter McInulty 

• E,D and I Lead: Charlotte Dunham 
And all our committee members and volunteers who help deliver the annual NW Hockey programme 
including umpires, technical officials and umpires’ coaches, master coaches and managers, schools 
teaching staff and all the volunteers in our clubs. THANK YOU. 
Join us to help promote, grow and develop hockey in the North West – we’ve a wide range of 
volunteer roles – get in touch to find out more. chair@northwesthockey.co.uk 

Congratulations to our 2026 North West Awards 2026 Winners  
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and England Hockey National Awards Finalists  

 
Area Winners went forward to the EH National Awards  

2026 saw the launch of the new format 
EH Hockey Awards. For the majority of 
Awards nominations were first judged in 
each of the 8 Areas to award AREA 
WINNERS. This is a fantastic way to 
celebrate the work of our clubs and 
volunteers so look out for the 2027 
entries! 
 
Congratulations to all our nominees and 
Area and EH Winners. We were delighted 
to receive nominations from a range of 
clubs including the Isle of Man.   

2026 North West Area Winners  

• Coach of the Year Jack Woods 

• Rising Star William Simmons 

• Open/Men's Team of the Year Bowdon HC Men’s 
Masters (9thXI) 

• Unsung Hero Luisa Mackey (Alderley Edge) 
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/competitions-
and-events/england-hockey-awards  

 
 

2026 Area and National Winners 
 

• Life Time Achievement: Bill Ball 
(Bowdon) 

• Official of the Year: Eric Dickinson 

• Area/County Volunteer: 
Niamh Goddard (IOM) 

• Club of the Year: Clitheroe Blackburn 
Northern HC 

• Women's Team of the Year:  West 
Derby HC Women's 1s 

 

Stepping down from Board and Management Committee Roles in 2025-26  
Chris Reece 

Director and Chair 
Chris has played an instrumental 
role in establishing NW Hockey 
since its formation as Chair and 
Founding Director. He worked to 
ensure the smooth transition to 
bring together one hockey voice 
and leadership team for NW 
Hockey. Chris has made a major 
contribution to Hockey in the NW, 
building on 25 years+ involvement 
with North and NW HA’s. Chris has 
led bringing together all the parts 
of NWH into one organisation to 
support and grow hockey in the 
NW.  

 

Niall Riley 
Finance Director 

Niall is stepping down as FD after 6 
years. He was part of the team that 
set up NWH and a Founding 
Director. He’s made a major 
contribution to helping us set up 
robust, fit for purpose and well 
managed financial systems that are 
reflected our financial position.  
Prior to NWH Niall served on 
Cheshire HA and CWHL and is now 
going to get more involved with 

supporting club umpire 
development.  

Tony Taig 
Master Chair 

Tony has been our Masters Chair 
since NWH was set up, bringing 
together men’s and women’s 
Masters activity under one 
committee. Some feared for 
Masters in the new Area 
structure, but Tony has led the 
growth of both representative 
Master (16 teams) and social 
masters hockey including 
inventing the NW500 mixed 
master format and over 600 
players now involved in NW 
Masters hockey.  

https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/competitions-and-events/england-hockey-awards
https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/competitions-and-events/england-hockey-awards
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Tony Shutt 
Officiating Chair  

 
After many decades involved in the 
NW, and previously North, 
officiating world Tony Shutt has 
stepped down from the NWO 
Committee and as Chair (2025/26). 
A huge gratitude of thanks to Tony 
from all at North West Hockey, and 
on behalf of our clubs, players and 
officials, for his contribution to the 
sport and officiating. Tony has 
been part of many peoples 
umpiring journeys, and we hope to 
see him pitch side enjoying some 

hockey in 2026-27 season. 

Lou Nash  
Junior Co-ordinator 

 
Big thanks to Lou Nash who stood 
down in January as our NW Junior 
Co-ordinator working with the 
committee, clubs and officiating.  
 
Over two and half seasons Lou 
made a major contribution to 
establishing our NW Junior 
competitions and leagues and was 
a great champion of the state 
schools’ festivals. Thank You Lou 
on behalf of NW Hockey, Clubs and 
Schools for your work to help set 
up the NW junior programme. 

 
 
 

..and thank you to all our 
committee members and 
volunteers who are 
standing down at this AGM 
who’ve supported NW 
Hockey to 
#MakeHockeyHappen for 
so many across the North 
West from Under 8’s to 
Over 75’s 

  
 
 

 

Opportunities to get involved in running North West Hockey 

 

 
 

 
There are lots of ways to get involved with helping 
organise, run and develop hockey in the North West 
from Board roles, Committee roles or running 
tournaments, doing social media to hearing appeals. 
We currently have the following vacancies: 
 
Board: Finance Director  
 
Management Committee:  

• Masters Chair 

• Appeals Chair 

• Junior Committee roles  

• Officiating Committee roles 

• Social Media support for each committee  
 
We will be going out for expressions of interest later 
in the Summer and sharing roles spec’s but if you’re 
interested in supporting hockey in anyway across the 
NW please email operations@northwesthockey.co.uk 

to set up a chat with one of the team to find out 
more! 

 

mailto:operations@northwesthockey.co.uk
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Congratulations to our 2025-26 League Champions 

 

    

Adult League Presentation / Adult League Clubs Forum 
28th July 2026 Golborne Sports Club. 

This year we have combined the presentations with an Adult League Clubs forum and 
will include a presentation on rules and regulations for the new season. 
 

   2026 – 27 Adult League season start date: 19th September 2025*                                                                          
(*Subject to division size, aim is to have 12 team divisions where possible) 

 


