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UMPIRE BRIEFING 2026-27 SEASON
Chair
Chair Reece

Welcome to the 2026-27 Season
North West Hockey AOC (Area Officiating Committee) appoints umpires to the North West Open-Men’s and Women’s Adult League Premier Divisions, EH Championship Competitions, Master’s 8 Area Competitions and Area Tournaments.

Development Lead: Tom McCabe
The recruitment, development and assessment of independently appointed umpires and umpire support and the appointment of officials within the North West. See also below pre-season guidance from Tom.

Appointments Lead: Graham Morrison
Graham Morrison is responsible all AOC appointments as above, See also below pre-season guidance from Graham.

North West AOC aims to provide a high standard of umpiring to our Hockey teams, as well as supporting your development on your umpiring journey.


Tom McCabe
Development Lead

I hope that you all have had a good summer and are looking forward to the start of the new season. 
I was appointed a couple of weeks ago to be the NW AOC Umpire Development Lead and I am very much looking forward to working with you and meeting those of you whom I have not met before.
The full and very detailed Umpire Briefing can be found in the 
“NW AOC Briefing and Guidance to Umpires 2026 – 27“ (Link Here) it is based on last year’s version and thank you to those who worked on its preparation.
In this letter I just want to complement that document with a few brief comments. Last season I saw a number of umpires having a more difficult time than perhaps was necessary in the mid to latter stages of games because of issues which they could have ‘nipped in the bud’ earlier. In particular, I have in mind:

1. Setting the standard for the game from the outset.
Your plan to do this should be an integral part of your pre-match discussion. Several examples spring to mind:
· establish 5 metres from the outset, make sure frees are taken from the right spot.
· Have a quick word if a poor tackle goes in – don’t ignore it and make sure that is clear to all (arena). That is usually sufficient unless of course it merits a higher sanction.
· Appeals or back-chat; manage those with a quick word and use the captain if needed.
2. Player dissent.  It is important to encourage an early rapport with the players, however any dissent should be dealt with firmly from the outset so that the players are clear on what is acceptable.  Last season I saw instances of players getting in the face of an umpire or groups of players crowding an umpire and yet little action was taken. There is no place for that sort of behaviour in hockey. Hopefully if early lower level management has been in place this is less likely to happen; however we all know how things can flare up almost out of nothing in some games. Remember to use the captain in such situations. 
3. Breaking down of play. Recognise repeated and systematic breaking down of play as soon as it starts to happen. Lack of intervention on this can lead to frustration amongst the players which can easily escalate quickly ( a word or card is often all that is needed ).
4. Managing the aerial ball. The change in the rule regarding aerials which has been brought in this season makes little change to how we manage aerials currently except in the drop zone. Here I believe that it emphasises even more the need to use your colleague and be communicating on the radio. When you are behind an aerial you need to use your colleague who is at right angles roughly to the flight of the ball to manage the 5 metres.
Wishing you all a good start to the season.
Tom






Graham Morrison
Appointments Lead

Welcome from your appointments Lead. Please try to keep your availability up to date on GMS, its more work than you can imagine having to shuffle people around.

Preparation, good preparation is key to a good performance, this starts when you receive notification of your appointment with contact with your colleague and replying to the home team confirming details etc. Arrive in good time even if you know the location and teams and your colleague, we should be arriving 1hr before PB.

Communication, not just with your colleague but also the MO and both teams, start to build the rapport as soon as you can don’t wait till after the first whistle. Chat with coaches/players pre-game this all helps with those tricky decisions on the pitch.

Post match (off the pitch) chat to coaches, captains etc, sometimes just sitting and listening to their views is all it needs we don’t have to agree but a willingness to listen goes a long way.  Just don’t do it pitch side, always after getting changed so everyone has time to reflect and lose any adrenaline
Provide feedback on club’s hospitality, this is important so we can monitor clubs 

Enjoy! We are all here because we enjoy the sport and umpiring so please enjoy your days on the pitch!

Support, should you have any concerns post game or any issues around appointments, please drop me a message and I will be in touch soon as I am finished out on the hockey pitch.

Hope to see you all pitch side at some point

Graham Morrison appointments Lead


Match Timings
For the 2026-27 season, North West Hockey Adult League Premier Division games will be four quarters of 17 minutes 30 seconds, with quarter-time intervals of 2 minutes, a half-time interval of 5 minutes, and no stoppage for short corners, Confirm with the teams/Captains prior to the match.
Please ensure you work with the Match Officials. 

Note: Teams can opt-out of playing quarters as per league regulations, as set out in the Adult League Regulations.

New Rule Guidance Season: 2026/2027
Please ensure you have read and familiarised yourself with the New Rules Guidance LINK HERE

Penalty Corners - Starting a Penalty Corner on a Whistle
Since September 2025, the England Hockey guidance has been for umpires to start a Penalty Corner on their Whistle

Umpires should:
·  blow their whistle to award a Penalty Corner
·  give the players enough time to put on their protective equipment
·  blow their whistle to start the Penalty Corner once everyone is in place
· Once the whistle to start has been blown it should be taken without undue delay

Umpire Tips for Starting a Penalty Corner
· Manage the situation. Talk to the players if you feel they’re taking too long
· Don’t rush players unnecessarily but equally don’t allow deliberate delays
· Only blow your whistle to start once everyone is ready – this is both defenders and attackers
· You only need to blow your whistle once if you have stopped time for an injury



North West AOC contact details 2026-27, Link Here
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