WEST AREA PERFORMANCE DEVELOPMENT LEAD REPORT TO AGM 2025/26


Umpire Panels

As always, let’s start on a positive note! 

I am please to be able to report that our NPUA nominations last summer, George Marshall and Tom Stoner, were both successful and are now Level 3 umpires. Sadly we have no such nominations just at the moment but we are working with several umpires who aspire to get their Level 3’s and will hopefully have further nominations next season.  

Also NPUA related, Alison Franklin gained her Level 3 Indoor, the first such success for a while.

As far as the West Panels are concerned, we welcomed 5 (2 men, 3 women) new Level 2 umpires during the season with one of the men rapidly gaining promotion to A Panel. 

Numbers are pretty much the same at the end of the season as they were at the start of the season although I already have several umpires expressing interest for next season. Here’s hoping these do actually come to fruition in September 


Umpire Awards

In recent years we have introduced a number of awards for West Panel umpires and this season these are:

Performance Umpire of the Year – Alison Franklin
Most Improved Umpire of the Year – Andy Edwards
Pete Hammond Men’s Panel Umpire of the Year – Graham Perring
Pete Hammond Women’s Panel Umpire of the Year – Molly Hawes

The Performance and Most Improved awards are Selection Panel decisions and I hope are obvious what they are rewarding. 

The Men’s and Women’s awards are primarily agreed by myself and Graham Woolcock and are recognition of umpires that have gone the extra mile to help, often quite literally! It has been agreed that these awards are to be known as the Pete Hammond awards in honour of our recently departed colleague;


Assessments/Coaching

I have not calculated the number of assessment or coaching appointments made to Area appointed League matches during the season but would comment that the number of assessments were somewhat less than have been the case in recent years, primarily due to my lack of availability for personal reasons and the need for those assessors who are umpires being needed to umpire almost every time they are available. I hope to be back to “normal service” next season so those who have missed out this season have been warned!

We did not hold an assessors day this season but I intend us to do so next season. 

Below Area level, both North and South Sectors undertook some assessment and coaching activity but the number of umpires taking appointments below Area level remains very small which is obviously an area of concern.


Development Events

In May the West hosted the Men’s O65 Area Masters Tournament and this was umpired predominantly by West Panel umpires with some Level 1 umpires who were aspiring to gain their Level 2’s supported by a team of assessors/coaches.

September saw us again provide umpires for the Westberries pre season tournament where a number of prospective Level 2 umpires had the opportunity to umpire with NPUA umpires and receive coaching. This particular tournament is proving to be useful to introduce prospective Level 2 umpires into the wider umpiring world and I hope to be able to get several such umpires to the tournament this year 

Looking forward, the West are hosting the Men’s O45 Area Masters Tournament over the weekend of 16/17 May and this will be umpired by umpires looking to progress from B Panel to A Panel and A Panel to NPUA, supported by some NPUA umpires and a team of assessors/coaches. 

We have also been invited back to the Westberries Tournament in September and it is intended to again hold a pre season get together in September.  


Indoors

Pretty much exactly the same as last season with all tournaments other than 1 being held at Clifton College. Availability was pretty poor, particularly for the midweek schools tournaments, but we just about managed primarily due to the small number of teams competing meaning that smaller teams of umpires were required.

We still urgently need a few more indoor umpires with our dedicated but too small Panel getting ever older! We are actively looking for opportunities for umpires new to indoors to have a go on something a little less competitive than the West Finals and if anyone would like to get involved they should let me know please.  



And so to finish, a big thank you to everyone who has taken appointments this season, assessors, coaches and umpires. Many of you have been available most weeks, and I hope that will be the same next season. I also hope that those who were only available occasionally will be more regularly available next season.

And, absolutely finally, a special thank you to Graham Woolcock for his efforts with the appointments. If you have not done the job (I have!!!) you really have no idea what is involved with the geographical issues of our Area, late call offs, working out who and where we can double up when necessary, individual requests from umpire, matches rearranged at short notice to odd times...........


David Lillywhite
West Umpires Performance Development Lead
