
Thank you for your interest in the Open University’s Top-up BSc (Honours) Computing and IT Practice (Q68).  [image: The Open University logo]
Application Form
Top-up BSc (Honours) Computing and IT Practice (Q68)


[bookmark: _Hlk112234896]Most modules within this degree have October presentations only* – if you plan to commence your studies in October 2026, we need your complete application by the 13th August 2026.  Applications received after this date will not be processed in time for an October 2026 commencement.  If you do not submit your application by this date, the next opportunity you will have to commence your studies towards this degree will be October in the following year.  It usually takes around 6 weeks to process applications for entry to this degree.

For this qualification, we can consider previous study completed up to 16 years ago – however please note previous study completed over 8 years ago may not bear enough relevance to the modules within this degree.  

* The computing and IT project module (TM470) does have a February and April presentation, but you cannot commence your studies with this module. Module TM359
has a February presentation.

WHO CAN STUDY THIS DEGREE?
To gain direct entry to this degree you must hold one of the following qualifications in Computing and IT:

· In England, Wales or Northern Ireland, a Foundation Degree, Diploma of Higher Education, or Higher National Diploma.  The qualification must equate to a total of 240 credits*, of which at least 120 credits are at FHEQ level 5**
· In Scotland, a Higher National Diploma or Diploma of Higher Education.  The qualification must equate to a total of 240 credits, of which at least 120 credits are at SCQF level 8
· A qualification from overseas equivalent to the above from a recognised institution

In addition, your qualification must fulfil the following criteria:

· There should be sufficient maths content to ensure you’re adequately prepared for the maths element at honours level
· The computing and IT content of your qualification must be compatible with the options offered within Q68

*Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATS).  240 CATS is 120 ECTS (European Credit Transfer Scheme).  
**Please note we can only consider study that is at FHEQ level 4 or above, we have started to see some BTEC/Edexcel/Pearson HNDs that 

include units that are at FHEQ level 3 – we cannot consider these level 3 units for credit transfer as level 3 is not at the higher education level.
If any of these criteria are not met, we may be able to specify suitable bridging study, such as 1 or 2 ‘standalone’ modules to enable future registration on Q68.  For example, if your Foundation degree or HND lacks evidence of suitable programming study, the academic may recommend you study M250 ‘Object-oriented Java programming.’

Q68 is intended as a top-up to a completed qualification such as a Foundation Degree (FD), a Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE) or a Higher National Diploma (HND).  If you have already obtained a bachelor’s degree in Computing and IT or have previously studied towards a bachelor’s degree but did not complete it, you will need to apply for credit transfer towards the standard entry Computing and IT degree (Q62) – therefore you should not complete this form.

If your previous study does not meet the specific entry criteria for this qualification, you will need to apply for credit transfer towards the standard entry Computing and IT degree (Q62) for more information, please visit http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/qualifications/q62 .  If you apply for credit transfer towards the Q62, you need to complete a credit transfer application form, not this Q68 form.

If you have a Foundation Degree/Dip HE in Computing and IT Practice from the OU (W15/X15) – you do not need to complete this form, please email the 
Open University Partnerships Team at 
partnerships-enquiries@open.ac.uk .


BEFORE YOU APPLY
Please ensure you have thoroughly read the module descriptions for this qualification as you will need to tell us which modules you intend to study.


HOW TO APPLY
Please email your application to 
credit-applications@open.ac.uk.  You will need to send a completed application form along with an electronic scanned copy of your official academic transcript and certificate.

[bookmark: _Hlk66363307]Please ensure your application form and documents are all contained within one email.  If you are unable to scan your document(s) and need to attach photographs, please upload your photographs as PDF documents before attaching them to your email. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to accept JPEG files, PNG files, links, or attachments that are password protected.  Please title each attached document accordingly e.g. ‘academic transcript’, ‘syllabus information’, ‘application form’.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR HOLDERS OF A FOUNDATION DEGREE IN COMPUTING AND IT
· Your certificate
· Your original, official academic transcript that lists units completed, grades achieved, and credits awarded.  This needs to be on the official letter headed paper of the University/degree awarding body
· Detailed syllabus information – the syllabus provides a detailed description of each of the units you have completed

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR HOLDERS OF A DIPLOMA OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN COMPUTING AND IT (Dip HE)/HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND) IN COMPUTING AND IT
· Your certificate
· If your HND is awarded by BTEC/Edexcel/Pearson you need to provide your official Notification of Performance (NOP) that will list the units completed, grades achieved, and credits awarded.  We cannot accept an NOP from your college as they are not the awarding body, and we cannot accept your Candidate Details as this is not an official document
· If a Dip HE, your original, official academic transcript that lists units completed, grades achieved, and credits awarded.  This needs to be on the official letter headed paper of the University/degree awarding body
· If your HND is awarded by the SQA, you need to provide your Detailed Record of Attainment that lists the units completed, the SCQF level of each unit and the SCQF credits awarded.  (We cannot accept your college learning agreement)
· Detailed syllabus information – the syllabus provides a detailed description of each of the modules you have completed

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR HOLDERS OF A QUALIFICATION FROM OVERSEAS THAT IS THE EQUIVALENT OF A FOUNDATION DEGREE/DIPLOMA OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE UK
· The same as above as required for holders of a diploma of higher education or HND
· If your documents are in a language other than English, you will need to provide an official translation of your documents in addition to the above

Changed your name?
If your documents are in a different name to that provided on the application form, or if you have already registered with us and your name differs to that on your documents, you will need to provide official name change evidence such as your marriage/civil partnership certificate/change of name deed poll or sworn declaration.  

NEXT STEPS
We will use the email address you provide on this application form to notify you when we receive your application. 

We do not check applications upon receipt for the correct evidence.  If you do not provide all of the correct documentation your application will be unsuccessful.

We will email you to advise you the outcome of your application and advise you about your next steps.

NEED MORE ADVICE BEFORE YOU APPLY?
If you would like to know more about the modules within this degree before you apply, please contact the Computing and IT Student Support Team at computing-it-support@open.ac.uk .

If you have any queries about the documentation you need to provide, please email the Credit Transfer Centre at credit-transfer@open.ac.uk.

You will need to tell us which modules you intend to study as part of this degree so the academic can check your previous study meets the prerequisites of each Q68 module.  There is a section on the form you need to complete for this.
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If direct entry is approved, you will have 7 years to complete this degree.

	Application to apply for entry to the Top-up BSc (Hons) Computing and IT Degree (Q68)

	Your details

	[bookmark: Text18]OU Personal Identification number (PI):      

	[bookmark: Text1]Title:       

	[bookmark: Text2]Full Name:       

	[bookmark: Text3]Address:       

	[bookmark: Text4]     

	[bookmark: Text7]Postcode:      
	[bookmark: Text9]Email:       

	[bookmark: Text10]Date of birth:       
	[bookmark: Text8]Telephone number:       

	Your previous qualification

	[bookmark: Text11]Title of qualification completed:       

	[bookmark: Text12]Name of university/awarding body:       

	[bookmark: Text13]Country:       

	Dates of study:
	[bookmark: Text14]From:       
	[bookmark: Text15]To:       

	Which three 30 credit point Open University modules do you intend to study for this degree (in addition to the project module TM470)?  The academic assessor will need to ensure your previous study meets the prerequisites for the modules you choose.

	TM311 Information Security
	☐	TM356 Interaction design and the user experience
	☐
	TM351 Data management and analysis
	☐	TM357 Cisco networking (CCNA) part 2
	☐
	TM352 Web, mobile and cloud technologies
	☐	TM358 Machine learning and artificial intelligence
	☐
	TM353 IT Systems: planning for success
	☐	TM359 Systems penetration testing
	☐
	TM354 Software engineering
	☐	TM470 Computing and IT project module
	☒
	TM355 Communications technology
	☐	
	

	Declaration - please tick and sign below to confirm the following:

	If you do not have the necessary evidence, you will need to obtain it before you make your application.  We will not be able to process your application if you do not provide all the necessary evidence as detailed in this form.  Please sign below and confirm the following:
	☐
	I have fully read and understood this application form and am aware of the completion time limits for this qualification.
	☐
	My qualification is one of those listed – I am aware that only the specific qualifications listed can apply for entry to this qualification.
	☐
	I have provided all the necessary official evidence as detailed in this application form - I understand that my application will be unsuccessful if the necessary documentation has not been provided.
	☐
	I have provided official evidence of my name change. 
	☐	N/A ☐

	I certify that the official documents attached are a true copy of the original documents.
	☐
	I am aware that applications are not checked upon receipt for the correct evidence.
	☐
	I have selected the 3 Computing and IT modules I’d like to study.
	☐
	I am aware that applications received after the 13th August 2026 will not be processed in time for an October 2026 commencement.
	☐

	[bookmark: Text16]Signed:       
	[bookmark: Text17]Date:       


CONTENTS CHECKLIST


In your application you need to provide:


	Signed application form

	☐
	Your certificate	

	☐
	Your academic transcript

	☐
	Detailed syllabus/learning outcomes

	☐
	Name change evidence
	☐	N/A  ☐
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