
Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Klompé : Dutch first female minister, 

only women in Council of Europe 

(1948), fighter for gender equality 

• Berry: First black women to win best 

actress Oscar award (2002)
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Marga Klompé
1912 – 1986

Halle Berry
1966 –



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Teresa: famous for her work with 

the poor in Calcutta, recipient of 

Nobel Peace Prize (1979)

• Bentz: Inventor of the coffee filter, 

founder of the Melitta Company
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Mother Teresa
1910 – 1997

Melitta Bentz
1873 – 1950

Melitta Bentz

Born Amalie Auguste Melitta Liebscher

31 January 1873

Dresden, Germany

Died 29 June 1950 (aged 77)

Porta Westfalica, West Germany

Occupation Entrepreneur

Spouse Hugo Bentz

Children 3

A Melitta coffee filter

Me litta Be n tz

Am alie  Augus te  Me litta Be n tz  (née Am alie

Augus te  Me litta Lie bsche r), best known as Me litta

Be n tz  (January 31, 1873 – June 29, 1950), was a

German inventor and entrepreneur known for

revolutionizing the process of coffee brewing with her

innovation of the coffee filter. This was an outstanding

achievement that stemmed from her desire to make a

cleaner cup of coffee. Her company, Melitta Company,

remains a significant leader in the coffee industry

nowadays. Her contributions effectively enhanced coffee

preparation methods while significantly influencing

coffee culture globally.

She was born in Dresden, Germany. Melitta Bentz was a

daughter in a family of primarily craftsmen. From her

early years, she illustrated a thorough ability to notice

and find solutions to practical problems. She eventually

married her spouse, Hugo Bentz. By then, she

concentrated on mainly managing her household, this

was where she came across the issues of traditional

methods of coffee brewing. This experience led to the

innovation that changed her life and the world.

During the start of the 20th century, coffee was typically prepared

with percolators which would often over extract the coffee, giving it

a harsh taste. As an alternative, cloth filters were challenging to

clean and operate with. Bentz strived for a more effective and

successful solution that would achieve the right taste. She

attempted utilizing blotting paper she got from her son’s school

notebook (1908). She successfully created the first coffee filter by

lining a brass pot that had been perforated with holes, with the paper. This innovation effectively

Early life

In ve n tio n  o f the  Co ffe e  Filte r



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Hassan: Dutch versatile runner, 

Female World Athlete Award (2024)

• Kwolek: American-Polish chemist, 

inventor of Kevlar, recipient of the 

Lavoisier Medal (2019)
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Stephanie L. Kwolek
1923 – 2014 

Sifan Hassan
1993 –



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Tabei: Japanese mountaineer, first 

women to reach top of Mount 

Everest (1975)

• Bhutto: Politician, first female Prime 

Minister of Pakistan
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Benazir Bhutto
(1953 – 2007)

Junko Tabei
(1939 – 2016)



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• McZetain: Only female emperor in 

the history of China 

• McClintock: American Ceneticist, 

Nobel Prize for discovery “Mobile 

Genetic Elements”
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Wu Zetain
624 - 705

Barbara McClintock
1902 – 1992



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Ashenafi: Etheopian laywer, 

President Federal Supreme Court 

(2018-2023)

• Van Eegden: Dutch Archivist, 

Historian, Museum & Silver medal 

city of Amsterdam (1971, 1989)
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Meaza Ashenafi
1964 –

Isabelle H. van Eegden
1913 – 1996



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Franklin: American Gospel, Soul and 

R&B singer, first women in de Rock & 

Roll Hall of Fame

• Mutluer: Dutch Politician, fighter for 

women’s rights and against femicide
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Songül Mutluer
1979 -

Arthea Franklin
1942 – 2018



Women’s History Month
To honour achievements of women

• Hatsjepsoet: first female Farao, 18e 

Egyptian Dynasty

• Mirzakihani: Iranian Mathematican, 

first and only recipient Fields Medal 

(2014)
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Hatsjepsoet
1507  – 1458 v Chr. 

Maryam Mirzakhani
1977 – 2017
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