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Application form for Dutch degree holders 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
Master’s Computer Security

Instructions: Please place all requested documents in this format. Read the instructions first, then remove the text and paste the requested document on the page. When you have finished adding all the documents, save the complete file in .PDF format. You must then upload this file to your personal dashboard on vu.nl. Only submit an application form if you have put all the required documents into this template.
After submitting your application, the admissions committee will check all documents. If one or more documents are missing or incorrect, the documents will be rejected. In that case, replace the document(s) and resubmit a complete application form.

	Details of your previous or current Dutch education (HBO/WO)
If you have obtained multiple degrees (Bachelor's and Master's), you must list and number them all.

	Name of Dutch education programme and educational institution
	

	Title of degree to be obtained (e.g. HBO Bachelor/Master, WO Bachelor/Master, etc.)
	

	Bachelor Thesis or any other piece of academic writing in absence of a thesis.
	

	Your current or final GPA (Grade Point Average)
	





Motivation letter
Insert a letter explaining your motivation for the programme.



Curriculum Vitae
Insert your CV here.


Transcript of grades
Insert here a copy of an official grade list with all courses taken and GPA achieved. Your grade list should also include your name and the name of the educational institution. 
If you have not yet graduated, post here an official transcript with the grades and GPA you have achieved so far.


Thesis
Insert your thesis or any other piece of academic writing in absence of a thesis. If you have not written the final version of your thesis yet, you can insert what you have so far.




Please complete the attached form; the blue fields are mandatory
Summary of relevant qualifications
Guidelines: Please provide as many details as possible and ensure that you do not skip any of the mandatory fields indicated in blue. If the field is not applicable, provide “n/a” as the response.
 
	Knowledge of the program

	How did you first learn about the Computer Security Master’s program at VU Amsterdam?
Please select one option. Note that this question is for statistical purposes and does not have any influence on your eligibility.
	☐ 1) Online ads;
☐ 2) Online Master portals
        (e.g., mastersportal.com);
☐ 3) Web search engines
        (e.g., Google);
☐ 4) Student mailing lists;
☐ 5) VU website or information material;
☐ 6) VU information days
       (e.g., open days, VU Master’s event);
☐ 7) Word of mouth;
☐ 8) Social media
        (e.g., LinkedIn);
☐ 9) AI Chatbots
       (e.g., ChatGPT);
☐ 10) Other (tell us more below)
       Comments:

	Grades
A good grade is indicative of many things (e.g., interest and aptitude), but it does not dictate your acceptance into the program. Even if you have a poor grade for any of the fields in this section, you may still be admitted into the program. It may, however, signal that we should look at other aspects of your application (e.g., project experience). You may also use the “Motivation Letter” of your application package to justify how this poor grade does not affect your application’s strength or what other aspects we should consider when evaluating your application. In general, the admission board evaluates different signals to ascertain a “background in Computer Science and a demonstrable, highly advanced knowledge of computer systems.” See vu.nl/csec → “Admissions” → “Specific requirements for the Master’s programme in Computer Security” for more details.

	GPA scale of your university
Provide the GPA scale used by your university in the following format: <low>-<pass>-<high>, e.g., 0-6-10 would mean that the lowest possible grade (<low>) is 0, anything equal to or higher than 6 is a passing grade (<pass>), and 10 is the highest grade (<high>). If a “pass” grade is not applicable, simply use a “*”’, e.g., 0-*-10.
	 

	Overall GPA (in your university’s GPA scale)
	 

	Grade in Operating Systems
If you have a course on operating systems or a closely related topic, please specify that course name (exactly as it appears in your transcript) and your grade (separated by a semicolon).
 
Example:
Principles of Operating Systems; 7.5
 
If you did not have any such course, please write “n/a”
	 

	Grade in Computer Architecture
If you have a course on computer architecture/organization, or a closely related topic, please specify that course name (exactly as it appears in your transcript) and your grade (separated by a semicolon).
 
Example:
Computer Organization; 6.5
 
If you did not have any such course, please write “n/a”
	 

	Grade in Compilers
If you had a course on compilers or a closely related topic, please specify that course name (exactly as it appears in your transcript) and your grade (separated by a semicolon).
 
Example:
Compiler Construction; 8.0
 
If you did not have any such course, please write “n/a”
	 

	Grade in (Systems) Programming
If you have a course on programming languages, or a closely related topic, please specify that course name (exactly as it appears in your transcript), the programming language(s) used, and your grade (separated by a semicolon).
 
Example:
Embedded Systems Programming; Rust; 7.0
 
If you have completed more than one such course, please list all of them. However, keep in mind that we are particularly interested in “Systems programming” courses in your list, so make sure to prioritize those. By “systems programming,” we refer to courses focusing on programming languages such as C, C++, Rust, assembly, etc. 
If you did not have any such course, please write “n/a”
	 

	Experience

	Name up to three programming languages that you are most skilled in (in the order reflecting your knowledge of that language)
	 

	
	 

	
	 

	Name up to three projects that you contributed most to in the programming languages that you specified above.
Keep project names to a few words and share URLs of repositories, if applicable.
 
Example:
Python; Detecting heavy-hitters at line-rate in a switch; github.com/my-name/proj
 
If there is no public repository URL, specify “n/a”
	 

	
	 

	
	 

	Describe two key insights from one of the three projects you listed above.
Limit each insight to a maximum of 140 characters and use clear and precise technical language to describe the insight.
 
Example:
Identified that the default dictionary implementation in Python is vulnerable to a hash-collision attack that degrades the performance of the dictionary from amortized constant time to roughly linear time.
	 

	
	 

	Have you done any research internship at an academic institution or in the industry?
Answer with a “yes” or “no”
	 

	If you answered “yes” above, please provide the details of the most impactful internship, where the impact may have been on your academic career or on a scientific community or society, or both.
	Name of institution
	 

	
	Year/duration
	 

	
	Name of advisor
	 

	
	Description. Also, if the internship resulted in a publication, please indicate title, venue, and year
 
Example:
“Scanning for vulnerabilities at scale …”; USENIX Security; 20XX
	 

	Alignment with the program 

	Name three courses from the Computer Security Master’s programme that you are particularly interested in, and briefly mention why. See the study guide at https://www.vusec.net/csec-studyguide for a list (and description) of courses in the program.
 
Example:
“Software Security”; In my internship I worked on …, and this course will provide me with the knowledge of skills required to pursue such investigations into …
	 

	
	 

	
	 

	Personal development

	What skills do you want or expect this master’s program to help you develop?
Limit your response to a maximum of 150 words.
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