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Books (fiction)

All You Can Ever Know | What does it mean to lose your roots—within your culture, within your

— Nicole Chung family—and what happens when you find them? Nicole Chung was born
severely premature, placed for adoption by her Korean parents, and raised
by a white family in a sheltered Oregon town. From early childhood, she
heard the story of her adoption as a comforting, prepackaged myth. She
believed that her biological parents had made the ultimate sacrifice in the
hopes of giving her a better life; that forever feeling slightly out of place
was simply her fate as a transracial adoptee. But as she grew up—facing
prejudice her adoptive family couldn’t see, finding her identity as an Asian
American and a writer, becoming ever more curious about where she came
from—she wondered if the story she’d been told was the whole truth.

With warmth, candor, and startling insight, Chung tells of her search for the
people who gave her up, which coincided with the birth of her own child.
All You Can Ever Know is a profound, moving chronicle of surprising
connections and the repercussions of unearthing painful family secrets—
vital reading for anyone who has ever struggled to figure out where they

belong.
Americanah — Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled
Chimamanda Ngozi Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America,
Adichie where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it

means to be Black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to
join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into
a dangerous, undocumented life in London.

How the Garcia Girls Uprooted from their family home in the Dominican Republic, the four
Lost Their Accents — Garcia sisters - Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofia - arrive in New York
Julia Alvarez City in 1960 to find a life far different from the genteel existence of

maids, manicures, and extended family they left behind. What they have
lost - and what they find - is revealed in the fifteen interconnected stories
that make up this exquisite novel from one of the premier novelists of
our time.
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I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings — Maya
Angelou

Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as
childhood itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of
lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that can
make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American
classic beloved worldwide.

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in
a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of
abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years
old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man
many times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime.
Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness
of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I met and
fell in love with William Shakespeare™) will allow her to be free instead of
imprisoned.

In the End, It Was All
About Love — Musa
Okwonga

The narrator arrives in Berlin, a place famed for its hedonism, to find
peace and maybe love; only to discover that the problems which have
long haunted him have arrived there too, and are more present than ever.
As he approaches his fortieth birthday, nearing the age where his father
was killed in a brutal revolution, he drifts through this endlessly
addictive and sometimes mystical city, through its slow days and
bottomless nights, wondering whether he will ever escape the damage
left by his father’s death. With the world as a whole more uncertain, as
both the far-right and global temperatures rise at frightening speed, he
finds himself fighting a fierce inner battle against his turbulent past, for a
future free of his fear of failure, of persecution, and of intimacy.

In The End, It Was All About Love is a journey of loss and self-
acceptance that takes its nameless narrator all the way through bustling
Berlin to his roots, a quiet village on the Uganda-Sudan border. It is a
bracingly honest story of love, sexuality and spirituality, of racism,
dating, and alienation; of fleeing the greatest possible pain, and of the
hopeful road home.

Pachinko — Min Jin Lee

Pachinko is an epic historical fiction novel following a Korean family
who immigrates to Japan. The story features an ensemble of characters
who encounter racism, discrimination, stereotyping, and other aspects of
the 20th-century Korean experience of Japan.

Recitatif — Toni
Morrison

A beautiful, arresting story about race and the relationships that shape us
through life by the legendary Toni Morrison, in a stand-alone, slim Chatto
hardback for the first time. In this 1983 short story we meet Twyla and
Roberta, who have known each other since they were eight years old and
spent four months together as roommates in St. Bonaventure shelter.
Inseparable then, they lose touch as they grow older, only later to find each
other again at a diner, a grocery store, and again at a protest. Seemingly at
opposite ends of every problem, and at each other's throats each time they
meet, the two women still cannot deny the deep bond their shared
experience has forged between them. Recitatif keeps Twyla's and Roberta's
races ambiguous throughout the story. We know that one is white and one is
Black, but which is which? And who is right about the race of the woman
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the girls tormented at the orphanage? A remarkable look into what keeps us
together and what keeps us apart, and how perceptions are made tangible by
reality, Recitatif is a gift to readers in uncertain times.

On Beauty — Zadie On Beauty is a funny, powerful and moving story about love and

Smith family. Why do we fall in love with the people we do? Why do we visit
our mistakes on our children? What makes life truly beautiful? Set in
New England mainly and London partly, On Beauty concerns a pair of
feuding families - the Belseys and the Kipps - and a clutch of doomed
affairs. It puts low morals among high ideals and asks some searching
questions about what life does to love. For the Belseys and the Kipps,
the confusions - both personal and political - of our uncertain age are
about to be brought close to home: right to the heart of family.

Sonny Boy - Annejet Autumn 1928: a young Surinamese student moves in as a boarder in The
van der Zijl Hague with a divorced Dutch woman with four children. When she turns
out to be pregnant by him six months later, the scandal becomes
incalculable. But despite poverty and discrimination, the couple
manages to build a happy and prosperous life in the years that follow
with their son Waldy, alias Sonny Boy. Then the Second World War
breaks out, and they decide to take Jews into their home - with all the
consequences that entails.

The Bluest Eye - Toni Pecola Breedlove longs for blond hair and blue eyes, so that she will be
Morrison as beautiful and beloved as all the blond, blue-eyed children in America.
In the autumn of 1941, the marigolds in her garden will not bloom, and
her wish will not come true. Pecola’s life is about to change in other
painful and devastating ways. A powerful interrogation of what it means
to conform to an idea of beauty, The Bluest Eye asks vital questions
about race, class and gender and remains one of Toni Morrison's most
unforgettable works.

The Color Purple — A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American literature, The
Alice Walker Color Purple depicts the lives of African American women in early
twentieth-century rural Georgia. Separated as girls, sisters Celie and
Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in each other across time,
distance and silence. Through a series of letters spanning twenty years,
first from Celie to God, then the sisters to each other despite the
unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich and memorable portrayals
of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia and their experience. The Color
Purple broke the silence around domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the
lives of women through their pain and struggle, companionship and
growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate and beautifully
imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming
journey towards redemption and love.

The Hate U Give - Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood
Angie Thomas where she was born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs.
The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only
witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a
police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It
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could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement,
this is a powerful and gripping novel about one girl's struggle for justice.

Their Eyes Were
Watching God — Zora
Neale Hurston

One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century,
Their Eyes Were Watching God brings to life a Southern love story with
the wit and pathos found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out
of print for almost thirty years—due largely to initial audiences’
rejection of its strong black female protagonist—Hurston’s classic has
since its 1978 reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly
acclaimed novel in the canon of African-American literature.

The Vanishing Half —
Brit Bennett

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up
together in a small, southern black community and running away at age
sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as
adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial
identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her black daughter in
the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other passes for
white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even
separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins
remain intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their
own daughters' storylines intersect?

Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family, from
the Deep South to California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit Bennett
produces a story that is at once a riveting, emotional family story and a
brilliant exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well
beyond issues of race, The Vanishing Half considers the lasting
influence of the past as it shapes a person's decisions, desires, and
expectations, and explores some of the multiple reasons and realms in
which people sometimes feel pulled to live as something other than their
origins.

To Kill a Mockingbird —
Harper Lee

One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird
served as the basis for an enormously popular motion picture, and was
voted one of the best novels of the twentieth century by librarians across
the country. A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of
coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a
world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a young
girl, as her father 'a crusading local lawyer" risks everything to defend a
black man unjustly accused of a terrible crime.

Books (non-fiction)

Biased: Uncovering the
Hidden Prejudice That
Shapes What We See,
Think, and Do — Jennifer
L. Eberhardt

How do we talk about bias? How do we address racial disparities and
inequities? What role do our institutions play in creating, maintaining, and
magnifying those inequities? What role do we play? With a perspective that
is at once scientific, investigative, and informed by personal experience, Dr.
Jennifer Eberhardt offers us the language and courage we need to face one
of the biggest and most troubling issues of our time. She exposes racial bias
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at all levels of society—in our neighborhoods, schools, workplaces, and
criminal justice system. Yet she also offers us tools to address it. Eberhardt
shows us how we can be vulnerable to bias but not doomed to live under its
grip. Racial bias is a problem that we all have a role to play in solving.

Between the World and
Me — Ta-Nehisi Coates

In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American
history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-
Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our
nation's history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the
idea of “race”, a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the
bodies of black women and men-bodies exploited through slavery and
segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all
proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live
within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and
free ourselves from its burden?

Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates's attempt to answer these
questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son-and
readers-the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world
through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil
War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his
childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children's lives were
taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative,
reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present,
and offers a transcendent vision for a way forward.

How to Be Anti-Racist —
Ibram X. Kendi

Ibram X. Kendi's concept of antiracism reenergizes and reshapes the
conversation about racial justice in America — but even more
fundamentally, points us toward liberating new ways of thinking about
ourselves and each other. In How to be an Antiracist, Kendi asks us to
think about what an antiracist society might look like, and how we can
play an active role in building it.

In this book, Kendi weaves together an electrifying combination of
ethics, history, law, and science, bringing it all together with an
engaging personal narrative of his own awakening to antiracism. How to
Be an Antiracist is an essential work for anyone who wants to go beyond
an awareness of racism to the next step: contributing to the formation of
a truly just and equitable society.

It is not about the burga
— Mariam Khan (editor)

It's Not About the Burga is an anthology of frank and insightful essays by
Muslim women about the contemporary Muslim female experience.

So You Want to Talk
About Race — ljeoma
Oluo

In this breakout book, ljeoma Oluo explores the complex reality of
today's racial landscape — from white privilege and police brutality to
systemic discrimination and the Black Lives Matter movement —
offering straightforward clarity that readers need to contribute to the
dismantling of the racial divide.

In So You Want to Talk About Race, Editor at Large of The
Establishment ljeoma Oluo offers a contemporary, accessible take on the
racial landscape in America, addressing head-on such issues as privilege,
police brutality, intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives
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Matter movement, and the "N" word. Perfectly positioned to bridge the
gap between people of color and white Americans struggling with race
complexities, Oluo answers the questions readers don't dare ask, and
explains the concepts that continue to elude everyday Americans.

Oluo is an exceptional writer with a rare ability to be straightforward,
funny, and effective in her coverage of sensitive, hyper-charged issues in
America. Her messages are passionate but finely tuned, and crystalize
ideas that would otherwise be vague by empowering them with
ahamoment clarity.

The Master's Tools Will
Never Dismantle the
Master's House — Audre
Lorde

From the self-described 'black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet’, these
soaring, urgent essays on the power of women, poetry and anger are
filled with darkness and light.

Penguin Modern: fifty new books celebrating the pioneering spirit of the
iconic Penguin Modern Classics series, with each one offering a
concentrated hit of its contemporary, international flavour. Here are
authors ranging from Kathy Acker to James Baldwin, Truman Capote to
Stanislaw Lem and George Orwell to Shirley Jackson; essays radical and
inspiring; poems moving and disturbing; stories surreal and fabulous;
taking us from the deep South to modern Japan, New York's
underground scene to the farthest reaches of outer space.

The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in
the Age of
Colorblindness —
Jarvious Cotton

"Jarvious Cotton's great-great-grandfather could not vote as a slave. His
great-grandfather was beaten to death by the Klu Klux Klan for
attempting to vote. His grandfather was prevented from voting by Klan
intimidation; his father was barred by poll taxes and literacy tests.
Today, Cotton cannot vote because he, like many black men in the
United States, has been labeled a felon and is currently on parole."

As the United States celebrates the nation's "triumph over race" with the
election of Barack Obama, the majority of young black men in major
American cities are locked behind bars or have been labeled felons for
life. Although Jim Crow laws have been wiped off the books, an
astounding percentage of the African American community remains
trapped in a subordinate status--much like their grandparents before
them.

In this incisive critique, former litigator-turned-legal-scholar Michelle
Alexander provocatively argues that we have not ended racial caste in
America: we have simply redesigned it. Alexander shows that, by
targeting black men and decimating communities of color, the U.S.
criminal justice system functions as a contemporary system of racial
control, even as it formally adheres to the principle of color blindness.
The New Jim Crow challenges the civil rights community--and all of us-
-to place mass incarceration at the forefront of a new movement for
racial justice in America.

We Too Sing America —
Deepa lyer

The nationally renowned racial justice advocate's illumination of the
ongoing persecution of a range of American minorities In the lead-up to
the recent presidential election, Donald Trump called for a complete ban
on Muslims entering the United States, surveillance against mosques,
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and a database for all Muslims living in the country, tapping into anti-
immigrant, anti-Muslim hysteria to a degree little seen since the
targeting of South Asian, Arab, Muslim, and Sikh people in the wake of
9/11. In the American Book Award-winning We Too Sing America,
nationally renowned activist Deepa lyer shows that this is the latest in a
series of recent racial flash points, from the 2012 massacre at the Sikh
gurdwara in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, to the violent opposition to the
Islamic Center in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and to the Park 51
Community Center in Lower Manhattan. lyer asks whether hate crimes
should be considered domestic terrorism and explores the role of the
state in perpetuating racism through detentions, national registration
programs, police profiling, and constant surveillance. Reframing the
discussion of race in America, she reaches into the complexities of the
many cultures that make up South Asia (Publishers Weekly) and
provides ideas from the front lines of post-9/11 America.

Gloria Wekker — White
Innocence

Wekker explores a central paradox of Dutch culture: the passionate
denial of racial discrimination and colonial violence coexisting
alongside aggressive racism and xenophobia. Accessing a cultural
archive built over 400 years of Dutch colonial rule, Wekker
fundamentally challenges Dutch racial exceptionalism by undermining
the dominant narrative of the Netherlands as a gentle and ethical nation.
Wekker analyzes the Dutch medias portrayal of black women and men,
the failure to grasp race in the Dutch academy, contemporary
conservative politics (including gay politicians espousing anti-immigrant
rhetoric), and the controversy surrounding the folkloric character Black
Pete, showing how the denial of racism and the expression of innocence
safeguards white privilege. Wekker uncovers the postcolonial legacy of
race and its role in shaping the white Dutch self, presenting the
contested, persistent legacy of racism in the country.

Films & Series

13" (Netflix)

Clark calls 13th, also by DuVernay, “a really solid documentary that got
to the heart of the origins of America’s carceral state.” The briskly paced
movie traces the mass incarceration of black men back to the ratification
of the 13th Amendment in 1865. In an interview with TIME at the time
of its release, DuVernay explained why she crammed so much history
into a brief watch: “It’s hard enough to get a national conversation in
America going about race in a meaningful way, that’s not in reaction to
something bad happening.”

Flee

Flee tells the extraordinary true story of a man, Amin, on the verge of
marriage which compels him to reveal his hidden past for the first time.
It is a beautiful and moving story about a gay Afghan refugee; a story
that will live on, as it is sadly becoming more and more relevant.
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I Am Not Your Negro “I Am Not Your Negro, by the Haitian filmmaker Raoul Peck, is a
propulsive documentary about James Baldwin, his writings and his
times,” says Clark. In her review of the film, which includes many clips
of Baldwin and narration by Samuel L. Jackson, reading an unfinished
book project by Baldwin, TIME’s critic Stephanie Zacharek wrote that
“Peck’s aim seems to be to reintroduce Baldwin and his way of thinking
to the world. Not that Baldwin is forgotten, but sometimes we need a
bold red arrow to help us redirect our thinking, especially in a media
world as cluttered and noisy as ours.”

Pachinko Based on the book ‘Pachinko’ by Jin Min Lee (see ‘Books (fiction)’).
Pachinko is an epic historical fiction novel following a Korean family
who immigrates to Japan. The story features an ensemble of characters
who encounter racism, discrimination, stereotyping, and other aspects of
the 20th-century Korean experience of Japan.

The Color Purple Based on the book ‘The Color Purple’ by Alice Walker (see '‘Books
(fiction)"). A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American
literature, The Color Purple depicts the lives of African American
women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. Separated as girls,
sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in each other
across time, distance and silence. Through a series of letters spanning
twenty years, first from Celie to God, then the sisters to each other
despite the unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich and
memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia and their
experience. The Color Purple broke the silence around domestic and
sexual abuse, narrating the lives of women through their pain and
struggle, companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply
compassionate and beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries
readers on a spirit-affirming journey towards redemption and love.

The Hate U Give Based on the book ‘The hate U give’ by Angie Thomas (see 'Books
(fiction)"). Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor
neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her posh high school
in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr
is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend,
Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her
community. It could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives
Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping novel about one girl's
struggle for justice.

When They See Us Based on a true story that gripped the country, When They See Us will
chronicle the notorious case of five teenagers of color, labeled the
Central Park Five, who were convicted of a rape they did not commit.
The four part limited series will focus on the five teenagers from Harlem
-- Antron McCray, Kevin Richardson, Yusef Salaam, Raymond Santana
and Korey Wise. Beginning in the spring of 1989, when the teenagers
were first questioned about the incident, the series will span 25 years,
highlighting their exoneration in 2002 and the settlement reached with
the city of New York in 2014.
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Podcasts

1619 — The New York
Times, Ep. 2: The
Economy That Slavery
Built

The institution of slavery turned a poor, fledgling nation into a financial
powerhouse and the cotton plantation was America’s first big business.
Behind the system, and built into it, was the whip.

Jefferson Health:
Personal Stories of the
Impact of Racism
against Asian
Americans during
COVID-19

Living Well Podcast by

In this episode, emergency medicine physician Dr. Xiao Chi Zhang and
Sara Campbell share their experiences of racism and how they’ve found
support by telling their stories. Plus, psychiatrist Dr. Deanna Nobleza
weighs in on the trauma of the pandemic, its ripple effects and the
importance of self-care.

The Diversity Gap

w

The Diversity Gap Podcast explores the gap between our good intention
for diversity and the impact of those intentions. In this collection of
conversations, you will be challenged to think about organizational
culture and racial diversity in a fresh and nuanced way.

The Breakdown with
Shaun King

Join Shaun as he unpacks the most important stories of injustice, racism
and corruption, but also tells you who's fighting back and how you can
support and join them with practical action steps.

Unpacking Latin
America

A podcast hosted by Columbia University Prof. Vicky Murillo,
discussing major themes around Latin American history, culture, and
politics.
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