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12.	 Compare information, ideas and opinions in different texts, including how they are conveyed.

This workbook will focus on the first part of the subject content; comparing information, ideas and opinions in different texts.

Below is an example question on comparing information that will form part of your reading level 2 functional skills exam.

1. Using Text A and Text B, compare the information given on healthy living. 

Provide two similarities or differences from the texts. (2 marks)


Comparing Information 

Comparing information becomes easier when you break it into smaller sections. Here are some tips to help you:

· read the question carefully. If the question asks for similarities or differences on healthy living, you should focus on where healthy living is discussed in the text.

· look at the first text and identify the main points about healthy living. 

· look at the second text and identify the main points about healthy living.

· compare the information – do the writers of the texts agree with each other? Do they have similar ideas or are they on opposite sides?
















Conjunctions

Conjunctions are words that join sentences or ideas together. They can clearly and quickly show if you think the comparison is a similarity or a difference.

By using conjunctions in your answer, you are showing that you have made a comparison between Text A and Text B and understand the similarities or differences.

[image: ]


See below for example conjunctions to use for similarities: 
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See below for example conjunctions to use for differences: 
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Using conjunctions

Question 1

Use the following conjunctions to complete the sentences below and state whether they are a similarity or a difference.

However
Likewise
Similarly
Whereas
But







An example has been provided for you:

John likes strawberry ice cream. However, Mary likes chocolate ice cream. 

This is a difference.


1. Catie thinks that exercise is important. ____________, Mark says you should do at least 30 minutes of exercise a day. 

This is a _______________.


2. Tim states that you need a balanced diet, ___________ Julie does not eat fruit or vegetables. 

This is a _______________.


3. Megan says that running can damage your knees, ____________ Lee says that running is good for your joints. 

This is a ________________.


4. Steve thinks that smoking is bad for you. __________, Dee says that smoking can take 10 years off your life expectancy. 

This is a ________________.




Comparing similarities and differences
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Let’s look at the example question again.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk157614113]Using Text A and Text B, compare the information given on healthy living.

         Provide two similarities or differences from the texts.


The following information has been highlighted in Text A.

Text A
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Text B
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Question 2. 

Find a statement in Text B that is similar to the statement highlighted in Text A. 

The first has been completed for you. 

1. Text A: health issues such as heart disease

Text B: You need to keep it healthy!


2. Text A: Adults should eat a minimum of five different fruits and vegetables a day

Text B: __________________________________________________


3. Text A: People should also aim to complete around 30 minutes of exercise every day

Text B: __________________________________________________





[bookmark: _Hlk157617226]Let’s look at how we can write this as an answer to the exam question.

Exam question:

Using Text A and Text B, compare the information given on healthy living.

Provide two similarities or differences from the texts.Comparison 1: Text A says that in order to keep fit and healthy “People should also aim to complete around 30 minutes of exercise every day”. Similarly, Text B suggests that to improve heart health people should “Keep active by taking part in sports and exercise.” 

Comparison 2: Text A states that people who do not look after themselves might get sick for example “people are at a much higher risk of severe health issues such as heart disease”. Likewise, Text B mentions the importance of looking after the heart to be healthy for example “Your heart is the most important muscle in your body. You need to keep it healthy!”
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Question 3. 

Write the following statements as an answer to the exam question. 
Remember to use a conjunction.  

Text A: Adults should eat a minimum of five different fruits and vegetables a day.

Text B: Ditch the junk and eat fruit and vegetables instead.
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     Exam tips when asked to compare information in texts.

· Say whether the information you are providing is from Text A or Text B 

· Ensure you mention both Text A and Text B in each comparison

· Use small pieces of the text in your comparison, rather than large paragraphs

· Use conjunctions to make the comparisons clear 

· Make sure you include two separate comparisons



































Exam Question 

Carefully read Texts A and B and then answer the questions about the texts.

Text A
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Text B
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1. [bookmark: _Hlk157686288]Using Text A and Text B, compare the writers’ ideas and opinions on hidden plastics.

          Provide two similarities or differences from the texts.                          (2 marks)

Comparison 1:



Comparison 2:















Your functional skills exam 
Your functional skills exams will consist of 2 papers. 
These papers will take place over the following time periods:

· Reading exam – 60 minutes
· Writing exam – 60 minutes

Further information on the format that your test will take can be obtained from your training provider. 


Hints and tips for reading

· Find out what format your exam will be in. It may be paper-based or 
on-screen. 
· Plan what you are going to revise in advance. Do not leave it until the last minute.
· Do as many mock papers as you can so you are prepared for the day. If possible, try to complete the mock papers following the same format as the actual exam.
· Find a quiet place to study and revise. It helps to sit at a table or a desk. 
Do not revise in bed.
· Do not stay up all night revising the night before your exam. It is important to have a good rest, so you feel refreshed and ready to go.
· Read the question 3 times. The first time to ensure you understand what is being asked, the second time to get an understanding of what you need to do and a third time to figure out exactly which English techniques you should be applying. 
· If you are struggling with a question, skip it and come back to it later. Try not to sit getting stressed about a difficult question, it will only waste exam time. Move on and come back to it after you have answered the other questions. 
· Take note of the number of marks available. This will give you an indication of how much information you should give in your answer.  
· When you have finished the exam, go back and check your answers. If you still have time remaining, use it to check your answers and when you have checked your answers check them again. 
[Type here]
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Similarly
Likewise
Equally

In a similar way
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However
Nonetheless
But
Whereas
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Shocking new study finds 30% of adults are obese!

A recent study completed by Highfield University has reported that 30% of
adults living in the UK are medically obese.

The NHS recommends, in order to lead a healthy lifestyle, that

including some strength workouts too to keep a good level of fitness and to
improve heart health.

Concerned doctors have published a warning that if habits do not change,
these people are at a much higher risk of severe
, diabetes and even cancer. If a member of the public is concerned
about their weight, they should seek advice from their local GP.
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Keeping Healthy

Your heart is the most important muscle in your body.
You need to keep it healthy!

Here are some TOP TIPS to keep your heart healthy

and strong:

- Keep active by taking part in sports and exercise.
Maybe try something new to keep things interesting!

- Ditch the junk and eat fruit and vegetables instead.
Gut health matters too, you know!

- Leave the car at home and get some extra steps in.
This one helps the environment too!
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Chapter 4:
Hidden Plastic

@A

There cannot be anyone
in the civilised world who
is not aware that plastic
waste s a problem
affecting the whole
planet. There have
0 been many television

Y3 programmes showing
how we have polluted
the earth and oceans with
plastic bottles, bags, straws, household waste, shoes
... the listis endless. These are all objects that we
can recognise and try to do something about.

However, more concerning s the hidden plastic that we
cannot see and are probably unaware of. It exists in the
most innocent of objects, such as the humble teabag.
Many people put their used teabags in the compost,
but 20-30% of each bag s polypropylene, used to help
keep their shape, so only part of them is biodegradable.
Do we really care that much about the shape of our
teabags?

Pretty’tea bags

Earlier, we discussed the use of plastic fibres in our
clothing, but did you know that most wet wipes are
still made from plastic? These wet wipes are made
from different types of plastic, such as polyester or
polypropylene. When they are flushed down the toilet,
they can cause blockages in the sewer systems (known
as fatbergs). In fact, wet wipes make up approximately
90% of the material found in these blockages.
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The plastics used in wet wipes turn into microplastics
when they break down. These microplastics are too
small to be contained, so they flow out to sea. They are
then ingested by fish, which we eat. The consequences
of our consumption of plastic are not yet known.

How many chewing gum users realise they are often
chewing plastic? Gum was once made from tree sap,
but manufacturers found that synthetic plastic, rubber
orlwax was cheaper and easier to obtain. You will not
find plastic listed in the ingredients either. It is merely
described as a gum base. UK councils spend millions
each year removing gum from our streets, but the gum
you chewed will still exist in years to come.

The problem is that it never breaks down.

Other apparently innocent objects which contain
plastic include:

+  paper cups and plates: coated in plastic to make
them rigid and waterproof

«  crisp packets: appearing to have foil linings, which
are actually metallised plastic
glitter: a form of microplastic so small that, like
microbeads, it is washed down the drain into the
seaand ingested by marine animals

+ seasalt: (perhaps not surprisingly) often contains
the plastics used to manufacture plastic bottles

The prognosis* for the future of the planet does not
look good if we cannot solve the plastic crisis. It is all
very well asking the person in the street to stop buying
bottled water or coffee in plastic cups. Manufacturers
have to start being more open about where plastic

is used and, more importantly, stop using it in such
secretive ways.

"a prediction about how something will develop
3 the likelihood of recovery from something
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You read the following tips in an environmental magazine:

Green Magazine
Our Readers Respond

Mabel’s tip:

I was shocked to learn that the teabags | put in the
compost contain a significant amount of plastic.
That means I've been putting plastic into the
environment for years! Now | buy real tea leaves
and - you know what - the tea actually tastes
better! You can still make a single cup too by using
atea strainer. I've included a picture of mine, but
there are other types out there. And if you like
more than one cup, invest in a good old-fashioned
teapot.

| S/

L}

Sean’s tip:

Don't buy fruit and veg in plastic bags. They're the
bane of our lives. Look at how many blow about
in the wind, or litter the roadside, having been
thrown from cars! Go to a market, where fruit and
veg are sold individually and choose your own.
Take your own bag (not plastic!). Alternatively,
there are numerous companies which deliver
boxes of fresh produce straight to your door.

It's often organic, and the containers are usually
recyclable or can be returned for re-use. Maybe
then, supermarkets would stop using plastic bags.

Karim'’s tip:

Make your own toothpaste! It's simple. There are
lots of recipes on the internet, but the simplest I've
found consists of baking soda, sea salt (optional),
peppermint extract or essential oil and water.
What's more, you can keep it in a glass container

- no more plastic toothpaste tubes! Why not get
your kids to make it? It's fun, and they might be
more inclined to brush their teeth. Result!

We listen and respond
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Last month, we reviewed a new book by A. A.
James entitled ‘The Problem with Plastic’ and

we asked for your tips on how we can allreduce
our use of plastic. Here are some of your ideas.

Harold’s tip:

My grandson recently learnt in Science that
chewing gum is often made from plastic. | always
thought it was made from something natural
(maybe it was once, | don't know). Who would
want to chew a lump of plastic? The solution

is easy though — STOP CHEWING GUM! It's a

disgusting habit. People who chew constantly look

awful. And the amount of gum discarded in the

street is disgraceful! It gets stuck to your shoes and

is amenace to get rid of. I'm sorry if | sound like a
grumpy old man, but I'm 76, I'm entitled to be!

Alexa’s tip:

Why do you need to drink through straws at
all, least of all plastic ones? What's wrong with
drinking straight out of the cup? Consider:

1. ifyou go into a cafe where they put a plastic

straw in your drink, refuse it and tell them how

irresponsible they are

2. ifyoureally must use a straw, buy a reusable
one - they're easily available in durable and
recyclable materials like glass or bamboo.

Editor’s note:

Follow these
tips and help
save the planet!
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