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Area: Reading
Criterion: Identify implicit and inferred meanings in texts

Implicit and inferred meaning

Explicit information: This is information that is stated clearly and directly in the text. You don’t have to guess or read between the lines. 
For example, ‘Overhead, the sky is blue and the sun is shining brightly.
What colour is the sky?
The text clearly states that the sky is blue.
Implicit information: This is information that is not directly stated. You need to use clues in the text to understand it. 
For example, ‘She shivered as she walked through the door’. 
What was the weather like outside?
The text does not state what the weather is like. However, the word ‘shivered’ suggests that the weather is cold, rainy or windy.
Please note that learners will not be awarded marks for copying or re-wording the quotations given.
Look for details: Pay attention to descriptions and actions that suggest a hidden, or implicit meaning.  
For example, ‘‘A Long Walk’ has created a buzz among film fans and critics alike’. 
Describing the film as ‘creating a buzz’ implies that the film is popular. 
Context clues: These are hints within the text that help you figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words or the overall message.  
Top tip: Look at the sentences before and after the information. 
Word choice: Writers choose specific words to create a particular effect or to hint at something deeper.  
An article states ‘This book is sure to capture your imagination’.  
The phrase ‘capture your imagination’ implies that the book is fictional. 


Text A
You see the following advertisement:

Master Your Finances Workshop 

Are you ready to take control of your financial future? Join our new Master Your Finances Workshop! This practical and engaging course is designed to help you develop essential financial skills that are vital for both personal and professional success. 

Our workshop offers a comprehensive curriculum that covers everything from budgeting and saving to investing and managing debt. With a focus on real-world applications, you’ll learn how to create a financial plan, understand credit scores, and make informed financial decisions with confidence. 

Not only will you gain practical skills, but you’ll also enjoy a supportive learning environment with experienced instructors who are passionate about helping you succeed. Our classes are kept small (a maximum of eight attendees), making it easier to grasp complex concepts and improve your financial literacy. 

By completing this workshop, you’ll not only earn a respected qualification but also gain peace of mind knowing you’re equipped to handle your finances effectively. Imagine the freedom you’ll feel when you can manage your money confidently and achieve your financial goals. 

Don’t miss out on this chance to invest in your future. Spaces are limited, so enroll today and take the first step towards financial independence.

Visit our website or call us at 01234 567890 for more information.
Remember, your financial potential is limitless – let us help you unlock it!





Using the information provided above, answer the following questions. 

Question 1 

Look at the second paragraph in the text. 
The writer mentions that the workshop has a ‘focus on real-world applications.’ 
What is the writer suggesting about the course content?
(1 mark) 

	










Question 2

Look at the third paragraph in the text. 
The writer says, ‘Our classes are kept small (a maximum of eight attendees)’.
 What does this imply about the learning experience?
(1 mark) 

	



















Question 3

Look at the fourth paragraph in the text. 
The writer says, ‘Imagine the freedom you’ll feel when you can manage your money confidently and achieve your financial goals.’ 
What is the writer suggesting about the benefits of the workshop?
(1 mark) 

	












Exam practice text
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Exam practice 1

Look at the fourth paragraph in the exam practice text. 
The writer states that rescue centres are full of dogs because ‘many people take on a dog without researching the breed’. 
What does this imply?
(1 mark)

	




Exam practice 2

Look at the third paragraph in the exam practice text. 
The writer says, ‘One reason why working dogs make good pets is that they have traditionally worked closely with people and can, therefore, be naturally loyal, affectionate and intelligent.’ 
What is the writer suggesting about training working dogs?
(1 mark)

	


Answers

Implicit and inferred meaning
Please note that there may be other valid responses.

Question 1
Accept any of the following: 
a) the course will teach practical skills that can be used in everyday life
b) the content is relevant and applicable to real-life financial situations
c) learners will engage in activities that reflect real financial decisions and scenarios

Question 2
Accept any of the following: 
a) learners will get more individual support and help from instructors
b) the learning experience will be more tailored to each person's needs 
c) students will have a better chance of understanding and mastering the material

Question 3
Accept any of the following: 
a) the workshop will help you feel more in control of your finances
b) you will experience less financial stress and more financial security
c) achieving financial goals will lead to a sense of freedom and satisfaction


Exam practice

Exam practice 1
Accept any of the following: 
a) they didn’t know what to expect 
b) they don’t know how handle the breed of dog they have chosen 
c) they didn’t know their dog had health problems 
d) they can’t afford the vet bills

Exam practice 2
Accept any of the following: 
a) Working dogs have a strong bond with humans so they are easier to train 
b) They are typically affectionate and loyal so they like being trained
c) Working dogs are intelligent so they are easy to train 

Your functional skills exam 

Your functional skills exams will consist of 2 papers.
These papers will take place over the following time periods:

· Reading – 60 minutes 
· Writing – 60 minutes

Further information on the format that your test will take can be obtained from your training provider. 


Hints and tips 

· Find out what format your exam will be in. It may be paper-based 
or on-screen. 
· Plan what you are going to revise in advance. Don’t leave it until the last minute.
· Do as many past papers as you can so you are prepared for the day. If possible, try to complete the past papers following the same format as the actual exam.
· Find a quiet place to study and revise. It helps to sit at a table or a desk, don’t revise in bed.
· Don’t stay up all night revising the night before your exam. It’s important to have a good rest so you feel refreshed and ready to go.
· Read the question 3 times. The first time to ensure you understand what is being asked, the second time to get an understanding of what you need to do, and a third time to figure out exactly what maths techniques you should be applying. 
· If you are struggling with a question, skip it and come back to it later. Try not to sit getting worked up about a difficult question, it will only waste exam time. Move on and come back to it after you have answered the other questions. 
· Take note of the number of marks available. This will give you an indication of how much working out you must show. For example, 1 mark will need an answer only and more marks will need you to show your working out.  
· When you’ve finished the exam, go back and check your answers. If you still have time remaining, use it to check your answers and when you have checked your answers check them again.  
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Do working dogs make good pets?

For centuries, dogs have been working with humans. Different breeds are suitable for different roles,
including guarding, search and rescue, herding and pulling sledges and carts. For example, German
Shepherds help the police and military because they are big, naturally protective and easily trainable.
Labradors and Spaniels have a keen sense of smell so can easily detect drugs and firearms. Dogs can also be
trained to assist people with disabilities, such as the visually impaired, hard of hearing or those with
epilepsy. They can also be trained as therapy dogs to provide emotional support for people in care homes
and hospitals.

It could be argued that all dogs should have a job, as it reduces behavioural problems such as barking
incessantly or chewing furniture. It also keeps them physically fit and mentally stimulated. Many dogs no
longer have a specific job, but owners often train their pets in obedience or dog sports, such as aglity or
fiyball. Throwing a ball while out walking or teaching them tricks can help to keep the dog’s mind occupied.
One reason why working dogs make good pets s that they have traditionally worked closely with people
and can, therefore, be naturally loyal, affectionate and intelligent. They are also willing to learn, which makes
training them very rewarding for both the dog and the owner.

,itis important that potential owners do their research if they are considering taking on a working
dog as a pet. Some breeds have natural characteristics which may or may not suit their liestyle. Labradors
need plenty of exercise to keep them fi, because they are often known to overeat. Border Collies need lots
of mental stimulation. Huskies are known to be independent and need continuous training to avoid
boredom. Sadly, many people take on a dog without researching the breed, which is one reason why rescue
centres are so full.

Furthermore, prospective owners should also consider that some working breeds have inherent health
issues. German Shepherds are prone to hip dysplasia and Boxers to thyroid issues. Schnauzers can suffer
from diabetes while Dalmatians are predisposed to deafness. Unfortunately, some pet owners are faced with
a difficult decision when their dog is diagnosed with a health condition and they are unable to afford the vet
bills

Aworking dog can make a wonderful pet, but thorough research must be completed.
fin doubt... [Gosary — ]
ASK A VET Incessantly | Constantly, with no interruption

Inherent | Something that s natural or biological

Predisposed | More likely to have than others
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