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A Teesside social enterprise has upgraded the facilities it can offer local young
people in need after receiving a four-figure grant from the Newcastle Building
Society Community Fund at the Community Foundation Tyne & Wear and

Northumberland.

Community Campus 87 is a community-based organisation which provides affordable
housing, training opportunities and emotional and practical support for around 120

young people across Teesside every week.

It has offices in Stockton, Middlesbrough and Hartlepool, with its Stockton office
offering an activity room for local service users to meet, train, and spend time in,
as well as providing computers for them to use for tasks including job searches and

filling in online forms.

The well-used space has been in need of redecoration for some time - and now, the
£4,000 Society grant has provided the funds needed to allow it to happen, with some
of the charity’s services users working alongside members of its maintenance team

to get the required work done.

The funding has also allowed the kitchen at the Brunswick Street premises to be
upgraded - and the organisation is now hoping that the improvements they’ve been
able to make will encourage more local young people in and around Stockton to use

what’s available to them.

Founded in 1987, Community Campus 87 was set up to respond to high levels of youth
unemployment and homelessness across Teesside, and now works to create
opportunities, break down barriers, empower people to realise their potential and

so build towards a better life.

Document classification: L3 - Normal.



It owns and manages around 70 properties across the area which house around 100
young people on a weekly basis, including care leavers, unaccompanied minors
seeking asylum, unemployed young people and those facing or dealing with

homelessness.

Community Campus 87’s work is delivered by a team of over 50 staff, apprentices
and volunteers, with many former service users coming back to give the project the

benefit of their personal experience of the issues they’ve dealt with.

Simon Virth, assistant CEO at Community Campus 87, says: “The issues that led to
our organisation being set up in the first place are still prevalent today and we do
all we can to help young people across Teesside build the resilience they need to

improve their life prospects.

“Our Stockton activity room and kitchen are well used for regular training sessions
and events, and also provide a warm, safe space where young people know they’re

welcome to spend some time when they want to.

“The changes we’ve made have helped to create a much more welcoming space with
better facilities, and getting some of our service users involved with the redecoration

adds to the sense of ownership that they have for this space.

“The feedback we’ve had has been really positive, and we hope the improved
facilities will encourage even more local young people to spend some time with us

and to find out what help we can offer them.

“There’s never a shortage of costs that need covering from our budget and it would
have been difficult for us to carry out this work without Newcastle Building Society’s

support, so we’re really grateful for their help with getting it all done.”

The Newcastle Building Society Community Fund at the Community Foundation Tyne
& Wear and Northumberland offers grants to charities and community groups located

in or around the communities served by the Society's branch network.

Sean Myers, area manager at Newcastle Building Society, adds: “Community Campus
87 offers a wide range of support for young people across Teesside who are facing a

whole host of difficult situations.
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“The help they provide makes a huge difference to service users’ short and long-
term prospects, and we hope that the improvements they’ve made to their Stockton
premises will encourage more young people to take a look at what’s available for

them there.”

Since its launch in 2016, Newcastle Building Society’s Community Fund at the
Community Foundation has also contributed over £2.3m in grants and partnerships
to a wide variety of charities and projects across the region, including the Sir Bobby

Robson Foundation and the Prince’s Trust.

The grants are so far estimated to have had a positive impact on more than 151,000

people.
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For further information on Newcastle Building Society, please contact:

Julian Christopher
Footprint Public Relations
07891 005034

About Newcastle Building Society

Newcastle Building Society* is the biggest building society in the North East, with a
network of 31 branches and assets of more than £5.3bn. We’ve been here for our
members for over 160 years.

As a leading local employer, we’re committed to growing our region’s talent and
being a great place to work where people can realise their potential. We hold
Platinum IIP and won the Excellence and Positive Impact Award at the 2022 CIPD
North East of England HR&D Awards. We were named Company of the Year in the
Northumberland and Tyneside category of the North East Business Awards 2022.

We help people to own their home, to save and to plan their finances through our
range of products and services. We believe in the role of the high street at the
heart of our communities and are proactive in making financial information and
financial advice accessible across our region.

Our Financial Advice is provided through our Newcastle Financial Advisers Limited
division**,

We’re dedicated to helping our North East communities make positive changes;
since 2016 the financial support through grants and donations from the Newcastle
Building Society Community Fund at the Community Foundation to benefit local
causes has surpassed £2.3m
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*Newcastle Building Society Principal Office: 1 Cobalt Park Way, Cobalt Business
Park, NE28 9EJ. Newcastle Building Society is authorised by the Prudential
Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the
Prudential Regulation Authority. Newcastle Building Society is entered in the
Financial Services Register under number 156058. You can check this on the
Financial Services Register or by contacting the Financial Conduct Authority on
0800 111 6768. Call 0845 734 4345 or visit us online at
https://www.newcastle.co.uk/

** Newcastle Building Society introduces to Newcastle Financial Advisers Limited
for advice on Investments, Pensions, Life and Protection Insurance and Inheritance
Tax Planning. Newcastle Financial Advisers Limited is an appointed representative
of The Openwork Partnership which is a trading style of Openwork Limited which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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