
 

 
 
UK-adopted 
international 
accounting standards 
 
 
SIC Interpretation 10 – Government 
Assistance—No Specific Relation to 
Operating Activities 

 



Page 2 of 3 
UK-adopted international accounting standards 

SIC Interpretation 10 – Government Assistance—No Specific Relation to Operating Activities 

 
UK-adopted international accounting standards contain copyright material of the IFRS® Foundation 

(Foundation) in respect of which all rights are reserved.  
 
Reproduced and distributed by BEIS with the permission of the Foundation within the United Kingdom only. 
No rights granted to third parties other than as permitted by the Terms of Use (see below) without the prior 
written permission of BEIS and the Foundation.  
 
‘UK-adopted international accounting standards’ are issued by BEIS in respect of their application in the 
United Kingdom and have not been prepared or endorsed by the International Accounting Standards Board.  
 
Terms of Use for Users  
1. The IFRS Foundation and the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy grant users of the 

UK-adopted international accounting standards’ (Users) the permission to reproduce the ‘UK-adopted 
international accounting standards’ for  
 

(i) the User’s Professional Use, or  
(ii) private study and education  
 

Professional Use: means use of ‘UK-adopted international accounting standards’ in the User’s 
professional capacity in connection with the business of providing accounting services for the purpose of 
application of IFRS as adopted by the UK for preparation of financial statements and/or financial 
statement analysis to the User’s clients or to the business in which the User is engaged as an accountant.  

 
For the avoidance of doubt, the abovementioned usage does not include any kind of activities that make 
(commercial) use of the ‘UK-adopted international accounting standards’ other than direct or indirect 
application of the ‘UK-adopted international accounting standards’ such as but not limited to commercial 
seminars, conferences, commercial training or similar events.  
 

2. For any application that falls outside Professional Use, Users shall be obliged to contact BEIS and the IFRS 
Foundation for a separate individual licence under terms and conditions to be mutually agreed.  

 
3. Except as otherwise expressly permitted in this notice, Users shall not, without prior written permission of 

BEIS and the Foundation, have the right to license, sublicense, transmit, transfer, sell, rent, or otherwise 
distribute any portion of the ‘UK-adopted international accounting standards’ to third parties in any form 
or by any means, whether electronic, mechanical or otherwise either currently known or yet to be 
invented.  

 
4. Users are not permitted to modify or make alterations, additions or amendments to or create any 

derivative works from the ‘UK-adopted international accounting standards’ save as otherwise expressly 
permitted in this notice.  

 
5. For further details about licensing the IFRS Foundation’s intellectual property please contact 

permissions@ifrs.org  
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SIC Interpretation 10 
Government Assistance—No Specific Relation to Operating Activities 

References 

•  IAS 8 Accounting Policies, Changes in Accounting Estimates and Errors 

•  IAS 20 Accounting for Government Grants and Disclosure of Government Assistance 

Issue 

1 In some countries government assistance to entities may be aimed at encouragement or long‑term 
support of business activities either in certain regions or industry sectors. Conditions to receive such 
assistance may not be specifically related to the operating activities of the entity. Examples of such 
assistance are transfers of resources by governments to entities which:  

(a) operate in a particular industry; 

(b) continue operating in recently privatised industries; or 

(c) start or continue to run their business in underdeveloped areas. 

2 The issue is whether such government assistance is a ‘government grant’ within the scope of IAS 20 
and, therefore, should be accounted for in accordance with this Standard. 

Consensus 

3 Government assistance to entities meets the definition of government grants in IAS 20, even if there 
are no conditions specifically relating to the operating activities of the entity other than the 
requirement to operate in certain regions or industry sectors. Such grants shall therefore not be 
credited directly to shareholders’ interests. 

Date of consensus 

January 1998 

Effective date 

This Interpretation becomes effective on 1 August 1998. Changes in accounting policies shall be accounted for 
in accordance with IAS 8. 


